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PREFACE

I am pleased to see this excellent report on the Altaville Schoohouse
come to print in the CDF Archaeological Reports series. This is an
amazing story of how a state agency, a county historical society, and
local participants can work together to save a piece of California's
history. In 1983, this old brick schoolhouse was in terrible shape. A
large corner of the double-walled building had fallen and the entire
structure was in danger of total collapse. Through the diligent efforts
of many people, the building was relocated, restored, and put back
into service. However, the archaeological work which I started was
never completed. I am grateful to Dr. Napton and Elizabeth
Greathouse for their willingness to take on the task of producing this
report on archaeology of the Altaville Grammar School.

All of the artifacts, field notes, photographs, maps, records, and other
material collected during the 1983 study had been stored in several
archive boxes at the CDF Archaeology Office in Sacramento, but
these had received little attention over the years. Luckily for CDF, Dr.
Napton recognized the importance in completing the documentation
for the project and agreed to take it on in spite of the absence of any
available financial assistance. The authors did an excellent job of
documenting the cooperative effort between CDF, the Calaveras
County Historical Society, and the numerous local participants which
led to the building's restoration, but the cooperative effort did not end
there. Their willingness to volunteer the time necessary to complete
this study and rekindle interest in a remarkable historic schoolhouse
is a gesture for which CDF is sincerely grateful.

The next time you pass through the Mother Lode region, look for the
Altaville Schoolhouse right along Highway 49 in a pleasantly-shaded
spot on the outskirts of town. You may even want to stop and take
a look. The fully restored building and a large sample of its glorious
history exists due to the efforts of many people who helped save it,
including the authors of this report.

Daniel G. Foster
Senior State Archaeologist

April 28, 1997
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Abstract

This report documents archaeological investigations conducted at the former site
of the Altaville Schoolhouse, located in the community of Altaville, Calaveras County,
California. Constructed in 1858, for more than a century the schoolhouse stood on a
knoll overlooking nearby Highway 49. In 1983 the building was moved a short
distance to its present location next to the highway where, as an important historical
resource, it can be viewed and visited by the citizens of Calaveras County and by
numerous visitors to the Mother Lode region who travel Highway 49. It is California
Historical Landmark Number 499, and in 1979 it was listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

The artifacts recovered by investigations at the former site of the schoolhouse
were obtained by the writers through the offices of Mr. Dan Foster, Archaeologist,
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF), Sacramento. Mr.
Foster's excavations were conducted April 20, 1982, before the building was moved.
In 1983, after the building was moved to its present location, additional excavations in
the area enclosed by the foundation were undertaken by crews from the CDF Baseline
Camp. In all, 330 artifacts were found. In 1996 Mr. Foster asked the writers if they
would be interested in examining the collection, identifying the specimens, completing
the specimen catalog and preparing a report on the results of their studies, as part of a
program of historical resources investigations conducted by the writers for CDF
during the past several years. The study was duly undertaken; the results are reported
here.

In addition to discussing the collection the writers considered that it would be
useful to bring together basic information pertaining to the history of the schoolhouse.
During the course of this "background research" it became evident that the exemplary
cooperative efforts of CDF, the Calaveras County Historical Society, local industries
and businesses, and the citizens of Altaville had resulted in an extraordinarily
successful example of preservation of an important local historical resource the
Altaville schoolhouse. This was accomplished by saving the building from destruction,
due in no small measure to the interest in the structure shown by CDF Captain McGee
and other CDF officials, and of course is largely due to the efforts of members of the
Calaveras County Historical Society, who spearheaded the effort to save the building
and restore it to its former appearance as an early-day one-room schoolhouse. Thanks
to the fact that it is constructed of red brick, it is truly a fine example of the
proverbial "little red schoolhouse" certainly one of the finest buildings of its type in
California, if not in the United States.

vu
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THE ALTAVILLE SCHOOLHOUSE: COMMUNITY AND STATE

COOPERATION IN LOCAL HISTORICAL RESOURCE PRESERVATION

They came in their usual desultory fashion the fashion of country school-
children the world over irregular, spasmodically, and always as if
accidently... appearing from ditches, behind trunks, and between fence rails;
cropping up in unexpected places along the road after vague and purposeless
detours seemingly going anywhere and everywhere but to school!

--Bret Hartel

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to document archaeological investigations
conducted at the former site of the Altaville Schoolhouse, located in the community of
Altaville, Calaveras County, California. Constructed in 1858, for more than a century
the schoolhouse stood on a knoll overlooking nearby Highway 49 (Figures 1-7). In
1983 the building was moved a short distance to its present location next to the
highway where, as an important historical resource, it can be viewed and visited by
the citizens of Calaveras County and by numerous visitors to the Mother Lode region
who travel Highway 49. It is California Historical Landmark Number 499, and in
1979 it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The artifacts recovered by investigations at the former site of the schoolhouse
were obtained by the writers through the offices of Mr. Dan Foster, Archaeologist,
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF), Sacramento. Mr.
Foster's excavations were conducted April, 20 1982, before the building was moved.
In 1983, after the building was moved to its present location, additional excavations in
the area enclosed by the foundation were undertaken by crews from the CDF Baseline
Conservation Camp. In all, 330 artifacts were found. In 1996 Mr. Foster asked the
writers if they would be interested in examining the collection, identifying the
specimens, completing the specimen catalog and preparing a report on the results of
their studies, as part of a program of historical resources investigations conducted by
the writers for CDF during the past several years. The study was duly undertaken; the
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results are reported here.

In addition to discussing the collection the writers considered that it would be
useful to bring together basic information pertaining to the history of the schoolhouse.
During the course of this "background research" it became evident that the exemplary
cooperative efforts of CDF, the Calaveras County Historical Society, local industries
and businesses, and the citizens of Altaville had resulted in an extraordinarily
successful example of preservation of an important local historical resource the
Altaville schoolhouse. This was accomplished by saving the building from destruction,
due in no small measure to the interest in the structure shown by CDF Captain
McGee, and of course largely due to the efforts of members of the Calaveras County
Historical Society, who spearheaded the effort to save the building and restore it to its
former appearance as an early-day one-room schoolhouse. Thanks to the fact that it is
constructed of red brick, it is truly a fine example of the proverbial "little red
schoolhouse" certainly one of the finest buildings of its type in California, if not in
the United States.

This report consists of two major sections: a compendium of information
pertaining to the schoolhouse, its past history and current condition; and an overview
of the specimens obtained by archaeological investigations at its former location.

THE COMMUNITY OF ALTAVILLE, CALAVERAS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Altaville is a small community located at the intersection of California State
Highway 4 and Highway 49. The community owes its existence to the fact that these
two major arteries of Mother Lode traffic intersect at this point in a pleasant, small
valley, and a community originally called "Forks of the Road" appeared, virtually
overnight, as mining towns do, following the discovery of gold in the adjacent region.
At one point in its colorful past Altaville boasted a huge stamp-mill, a foundry, and

even a silk farm. Gudde (1975:17) discusses the salient points of historic Altaville as
follows:

Four miles north of Angels Camp, now a part of it. Former names were Forks
of the Road, Winterton, Cherokee Flat. See Cherokee Flat. It was important as
a point for supplies and machinery. A foundry was established in 1854 by D.
D. Demarest, and is still operating today as California Electric Steel (G.
Poore). In the 1870s the place was the center of silk culture. Historic Landmark
228.

In reference to Cherokee Flat, Gudde (1975:69) states:

11
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On Cherokee Creek, northwest of Angels Camp. The camp Cherokee
Flat became Altaville, now a part of Angels Camp. Rich pockets "the richest in
the state," were discovered here by French and Italian prospectors, February
17, 1854 (Hittell Clips, p. 56; Brown p. 70). The Mining Press, April 13,
1861, reports that the diggings "yield more this season than ever." However,
the 16-stamp mill was already idle in 1867, according to Browne (p. 70). The
famous and controversial Calaveras Skull, now in the Peabody Museum of
Archaeology and Ethnography, Harvard University, was discovered nearby
(Smithsonian Report, 1899, pp. 454 ff.).2 See Bret Harte's story "To the
Pliocene Skull." In this region the bandit Murieta played such an important role
that Joaquin Mountain, northwest of the creek, was named for him (Ridge, p.
124; Demarest, p. 4). The creek is shown on the USGS Jackson 1939
quadrangle.

The Altaville Schoolhouse

Among the many notable historical features in and around the community of
Altaville, California, is the Altaville Schoolhouse, constructed in 1858 and, by all
accounts, one of the oldest one-room schoolhouses surviving in the Mother Lode
region of California (Calaveras County History Society 1986). The Altaville
schoolhouse is not only one of the oldest of the one-room schoolhouses, it is probably
one of the best preserved examples of its type. Its survival is due to several fortunate
circumstances: first, it was constructed of brick, whereas many of the early-day
schoolhouses were built almost entirely of wood; second, it was used until as late as
1950; third, after it ceased to be used as a school it was preserved for its historical
value, thanks to the fact that it was located on the grounds of the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection within the compound of CDF's Altaville
Forest Fire Station; lastly, it has been restored to its present excellent condition
through the efforts of the Calaveras County Historical Society and interested citizens
of Altaville and the surrounding region.

The school stood in its original location on CDF property until 1983 (Figures 8-
11), when it was moved a short distance to its present location on an attractive,
landscaped hillside adjacent to Highway 49 (Figures 12-16). The move was desirable
for a number of reasons, including the fact that the building was badly deteriorated
(CDF personnel removed the bell from the bell tower to save it in case the building
collapsed), and interested persons who came to view the schoolhouse were potentially
endangered by fire response operations, as well as a consequence of their own actions
(smoking near fuel storage tanks). Hence, it was the consensus of those interested in
the future of the schoolhouse that if the restored building were relocated next to

12
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Highway 49 it would be much more accessible to Altaville visitors and travellers
along the principal route through California's historically important Mother Lode
region (Figures 17-29). Today the historic Altaville Schoolhouse stands as a reminder
of days gone by, when children walked or rode mules or horses to school and were
educated in the classic "little red schoolhouse" which the building so well typifies.

History of the Altaville Schoolhouse

The Altaville schoolhouse has passed through four major "phases" during its
lengthy existence. The first phase was from its construction in 1858 through its active
use as a school and closure in 1950; the second from 1950 to 1981, when it was
protected by CDF; the third when it was moved to its present location and renovated;
the fourth as it exists today, fulfilling its present status as an important Calaveras
County landmark, California State Historical Landmark (Number 499) and property
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Phase One: The Schoolhouse Era

The Altaville schoolhouse was constructed as a result of the great interest
displayed by citizens of the Altaville area, Calaveras County, and, indeed, of the
Mother Lode region in general, in educating their children. Rather than waiting for
action to be taken by the "government" or some other agency, the self-reliant citizens
of many early-day localities took it upon themselves to organize school districts and
fmd ways and means to finance worthy projects, such as constructing schools, hiring
teachers and operating the schools year after year. Mace (1991:241 ff.) has pointed
out that sometimes, early-day schooling took place in churches, which were normally
used only on Sunday. The church served as a school; the parson or his wife acted as
the teacher. The first school in Calaveras County was probably located in the
Methodist Church of Fort John (Kenfield 1995; Wood 1955).

In 1851 the California legislature laid out the framework for a public school
system (Cloud 1952; Ferrier 1927, 1937; Ferris 1962; Hendrick 1980; Stone 1916).
The program established school districts and authorized election of a three-member
"school committee" in each district, whose purpose it was to supervise school affairs,
collect and disburse funds, build or provide schoolhouses, examine and appoint
teachers, and report to the superintendent annually. In 1855 the governor signed a bill
providing for election of a county superintendent. In 1853 Calaveras County began
collecting funds to support their local schools. The Altaville School District was not
the first in the county 14 such districts were organized in Calaveras County between

13
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1855 and 1858; the Altaville School District was established February 2, 1859.

In 1986 members of the Calaveras County Historical Society published an
important and in many respects unique book titled An Album of the Pioneer Schools of
Calaveras County. By means of this noteworthy book members of the Calaveras
County Historical Society compiled and preserved important historical information
about early-day schooling, schools, teachers and other aspects of Calaveras County
history pertaining to elementary education. The compilers, notably Bessie McGinnis
and Eva Soracco, state that the original plan of the Album was to display a collection
of historical photographs of pioneer elementary schools in Calaveras County, but
fortunately it was decided to include information about school districts as well as brief
discussions regarding teachers and pupils. The Altaville School is the first described;
early-day photographs are included (examples are reproduced in this report). The text
pertaining to the Altaville schoolhouse is as follows:

The Altaville School District was officially formed from a part of the
Angels District in February, 1859. Apparently the schoolhouse was already
under construction, for an item in the San Andreas Independent of January 8
stated: "The new schoolhouse is nearly completed. It stands upon a beautiful
natural eminence and presents quite a pleasing ornament as well as a useful
appendage to the town."

Two acres of land were donated for the school by M. D. Harmon. A
substantial portion of the funds used to erect the building were raised at a dance
held in the billiard room of the H. R. Prince building in Altaville. Various
socials were organized to finance the furnishings of the new school. John Ward,
Davis Demarest, and Gitchell Bregg were elected as trustees. There were soon
ninety-two pupils enrolled, ranging in age from five to seventeen years. Mr. W.
W. Durham was the first teacher employed. Miss M. J. Clayes taught the lower
grades.

The building was sturdily and attractively constructed of brick that had
been manufactured in a local kiln It measured twenty-four feet wide and thirty-
six feet long. This schoolhouse is a good example of the importance early
residents placed upon the education of their children. It served not only as a
school, but also as a center of community activities for several generations. A
second building of wooden construction was added later, close by the brick
schoolhouse, and was used for the upper grades. There were two teachers at
Altaville, hardly enough for the large enrollment.

In 1950, the two old buildings were closed and Altaville became part of

14
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the Mark Twain Elementary School District. The property was purchased by
the California Division of Forestry (as it was then known) and the wooden
building was removed. Recently the brick schoolhouse has been moved closer
to the highway and restored under sponsorship of the Calaveras County
Historical Society. It became Historical Landmark No. 499 in 1955, and was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1979.

Altaville Teachers, 1899-1912: J. B. Kennedy 1899-1901; Lizzie Hannon 1899-
1903; William L. Redding 1901-1909; David Brown 1909-1910; Loretta Ka ler
1907-1912; Mayme C. Duffy 1901-1912.

The Album includes a seven-page "historical perspective" of the pioneer schools
of Calaveras County, which is an excellent summary. We take the liberty of quoting
portions of it here:

As early as 1851, the California Legislature set up the framework for a
public school system. This provided for the election of a three-member school
committee in each district to supervise school affairs, disburse funds, build or
provide schoolhouses, examine and appoint teachers, and report to the state
superintendent each year. . . By 1855, there were some six schools or schools
districts in the county. . . Newer, smaller districts were carved out of the older,
larger ones as residents of growing communities, particularly in rural areas,
petitioned for their own schools. By the year 1902 this process had reached its
peak with some fifty-seven school districts in operation. . . The compelling
reasons for so many schools, most of which were small and of the one-room
type, was the desire to have a school within walking distance for each family
This was considered to be not over two or three miles, but if the children came
by mule or horseback, or in "hitches" from ranch to ranch, up to five miles
was tolerated.

There were no prescribed plans and specifications for school buildings,
and each district had to provide the best schoolhouse possible with the available
funds supplemented by donations of materials and labor. However, tradition
and practicality produced surprisingly similar structures, although the size was
varied to fit the local situation. These buildings were oblong in shape, with a
simple gable roof. There were generally three windows on each side, and larger
schools often had one or two windows in the front and rear. Many of the
smaller schools had two front doors, although one was more typical. Some sort
of porch was constructed in front, with railings and with front steps. Although
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generally not part of the original design, a lean-to shed was in most cases built
onto the rear wall of the school for the storage of wood and other supplies, and
it was sometimes large enough to serve as a shed for any horses used by the
teacher and pupils. Other schools might have a separate shed for this purpose.
Most schools had a belfry and a bell, although a number of districts could not
afford this luxury. Many buildings, especially in the lower country, were
equipped with the traditional shutters with the upper portion hinged to open
upwards for protection from the rain and sun, and the lower part to open
outward for better lighting.

Generally, schools were built on sloping ground, although a few were
fortunate enough to have a flat site. Following the custom of the day, no
grading of the site was done, and foundations were simply rocks to provide
support for the underpinnings. Only a few schools had walled-in foundations.
Graded playgrounds were unheard of, and the hillsides were considered quite
adequate for the outside activities of children brought up in the hilly and
mountainous country.

Structurally, especially in the rural districts, the schoolhouses left much
to be desired. Few of them used double-wall construction. A number of the
smaller buildings had simple board and batten siding, although clapboard siding
was popular with the better-built structures. Although painting was considered
unnecessary, communities took pride in the school's appearance.

Most schools had at least some slate blackboards. A wood stove was
essential for heating. Simple shelves, hooks, and often just nails were sufficient
for lunch boxes and outside clothing. Often the desks were made by local
carpenters. Water was obtained from the nearest spring, or from the school
well, if such had been provided. There was a bench, generally, for a common
wash basin, and for a water bucket with a dipper used by everyone. There was,
of course, no inside plumbing.

Before the [school] board had been organized, parents bought books,
slates, and slate pencils, and later paper and lead pencils, for their children.
The same books were often used by all the children in a family as they
progressed through school.

The compilers of the Album discuss the reasons underlying the gradual decline
of the one-room schoolhouse, particularly in Calaveras County and of course
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elsewhere in the Mother Lode and other rural districts. They note that after the Gold
Rush there was a substantial decline in the population of Calaveras County, but the
underground gold mining "boom" that began in the 1880's and continued until World
War I tended to reverse the trend. After the war, as mining decreased in importance,
people moved away from rural areas and sought employment in cities, since there
were declining employment opportunities in the Mother Lode region. A low point in
this trend was reached in the mid-twenties. The Album continues:

This demographic situation had a great effect upon the pioneer schools.
School population declined, and with a shrinking tax base, revenues became
ever smaller There was simply insufficient cause and money with which to
continue so many small schools. During the eight years that Teresa Rivara was
county superintendent (1915-1922), ten rural schools were suspended, six to be
closed permanently and four reorganized, to last only a short time longer.

After the reopening of the gold mines in the depression years of the
1930's, there began a steady rising trend in county population which is
continuing today, but for different reasons. With improving transportation and
housing, the new residents settled in the towns, and the rural population
continued to decline. . . One by one the smaller schools were closed, and some
of the districts were "unionized"; that is, two or more small districts would be
combined. . . In 1951, Mother Lode Union joined with Altaville to become
Mark Twain Elementary District.

These little schools, mostly one-room, of very simple construction and
sparingly equipped, were presided over by a remarkable group of dedicated
teachers, many of whom had no more than a ninth-grade education. Yet this
rudimentary school system was surprisingly effective in doing the job required,
even with the frugal finances provided it.

The Album provides a good summary of the schools districts of Calaveras
County in order of formation, and we see that Altaville was not the first (that honor
apparently goes to Angels, organized prior to 1855) but was among the 17 schools
formed between 1855 and 1860. Thus, 17 schools were created within a five-year
period. Many of these same 17 schools either lapsed or became "unionized" in 1955
or 1971 (two, including Altaville, in 1951; six in 1955; three in 1971).

In many ways the gradual decline of the need for one-room schoolhouses in
Calaveras County (and the Mother Lode region in general) directly reflects dynamic
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population and economic factors that played a major part in shaping the development
of central California. During the 1850s the Gold Rush brought an enormous influx of
people to the region (Holliday 1981), but after the initial "rush" people drifted to the
agricultural lowlands or took up homesteads in the Mother Lode region and turned to
farming the beginning of the era of the self-sufficient farmer, an era which
continued (as some aver) until the coming of World War I. Other factors, such as the
economic boost provided by underground mining, produced population surges in many
mountain counties. World War II and the post-war production of automobiles and
four-wheel drive vehicles played a major part in altering rural demographics: people
were able to work in one region and commute to another, a trend that continues to the
present day, as demonstrated by the fact that the Mother Lode region has become a
haven for retirees and a refuge for those who desire to "get away from it all."

It is probably fair to say that the circumstances that occasioned development of
the celebrated one-room schoolhouses in the Mother Lode country and elsewhere are
in most respects gone forever. Early-day California schooling is documented in few
publications (Bolton and Mack 1992; Cleland 1944; Mace 1991; Settle 1939; Wood
1955; 1978b). It is through such documentation and the preservation of structures
from the era typified by the Altaville schoolhouse that the past becomes tangible; the
teachers and their pupils seem not far distant; memories of better times live on.

In recent years a welcome contribution to Calaveras County history is a series
of articles published by 0. H. Mace (1991). Mace's book consists of 47 short articles
originally published in the Calaveras Enterprise as weekly columns about people and
events around Calaveras County.' Mace devotes a single but informative article to
education in the county, a chapter titled "All the World in a Single Room." Mace
notes that Coke Wood states that the first school was organized in the Methodist
church-tent in Mokelumne Hill in 1852. "The minister's wife, Mrs. Isaac Fish taught
five children three hours a day, for the rather hefty sum (for the time period) of $75 a
month." Mace tells us:

In most small town schools of the 19th century, students from 8 grades
were taught by a single teacher in the same room. Those working on the same
level would be seated in the same general area of the room, and while the
teacher gave individual instruction to that group, the other grades were involved
in written assignments or study.

The subjects taught were basic and general: reading, penmanship,
English, arithmetic, science, history, and geography. For upper grades, the
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curriculum might have been expanded to "specifics" such as biology, chemistry,
American history, literature, etc.

The school day generally ran from 8:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. All grades
took "recess" for 30 minutes mid-morning and another half-hour was allowed
for lunch, which everyone brought from home in a bag or box. The restrooms
were "out houses" one for the boys and one for the girls. Drinking water
came from a deep well or nearby spring, and was usually "fetched" at the
beginning of each day by the older boys.

For children of a small Mother Lode community, many of whom had
never ventured further than the next town, the school house was their one
connection to the wide world which lay beyond.

Elliott (1885:26) published a series of community histories between 1876 and
1893. During the period 1890 to 1891 Elliott produced the remarkable total of 20
regional histories, often called "mug books or subscribed editions" (Wood 1978a).
Elliott's little book on Calaveras County is rather less a history than a "promotion"
book extolling the attributes of Calaveras County as a land of undeveloped resources,
which Elliott (1885:12) considered "almost inexhaustible," a remark that represents
the attitude of the time (that the western frontier and its resources were unlimited).
Elliott has little to say about the schools of Calaveras County, although one of the
plates in the work cited (Elliott 1885:26) shows the public schoolhouses in Angels,
Murphys, and Mokelumne

In Chapter 8 of Calaveras, Land of Skulls, Wood (1955) discusses schools in
Calaveras County. In reference to the Altaville School, Wood (1955:123) gives the
following information:

ALTAVILLE -- Scholars between 4 and 18 years of age, 92. Teachers: Miss M.
J. Clayes and W. W. Durham. Trustees: J. Ward, A. Gardner, C. S. Rieves.

Phase 2: The Altaville Schoolhouse and the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection

In the 1950s the Altaville schoolhouse site was acquired by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. As noted above, CDF removed the newer
frame building which was one of the Altaville schools, but did not destroy the old
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brick schoolhouse, which even then was regarded by CDF personnel and many other
citizens of Altaville as an important historic structure. Local and CDF interest in the
structure is manifested in a document prepared by former CDF Captain James R.
McGee pursuant to nominating the structure as a historic resource. The following is
quoted verbatim from a Historic Resources Inventory form prepared January 15, 1981,
by Mr. McGee, Fire Captain, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection,
Altaville, California:

The old Altaville Grammar School is the only one room brick school building
remaining in the Mother Lode area of California. Altaville is now a part of
Angels Camp, an incorporated town whose population is about 3,000. Both
Altaville and Angels Camp had their beginnings in the Gold Rush Days and the
population was greater in the past than at the present time. Tourism is an
important industry in this historic area as it is sixty miles from Stockton,
seventy miles from Sacramento, a little over one hundred miles from the San
Francisco Bay area.

The Altaville School was built in 1858 with funds raised at a dance in the
Billiard Saloon of the N. R. Prince Building in Altaville. At the present time
the State of California owns the property on which the school stands. There are
no other property owners adjacent to the school.

The building which measures 24' x 34' has an area of 816 square feet. The
school area is 0.084 acres. The building is constructed of red brick that was
kilned in the area. It has white wood trim on the gable and the sides under the
roof line. The roof slants two ways, forming a 90 degree angle at the gable,
front and rear. The walls are two bricks wide. There is a door in the center
front of the building with a window on each side of the door. There is a small
window in the gable below the door. Bricks above the door and windows are
placed in a vertical position, commonly spoken of as "eyebrow" detail. The
roof line suggests Greek influences and the cornices have white trim extending
to the front of the building, that add architectural interest.

There are three windows on each side of the building, with one window and
two doors at the rear. The "lean-to" of wood lumber that was added to the rear
of the building to serve as a cloak and storage room was removed in 1975. A
brick chimney is at the center rear of the building. The windows are all
boarded up at present.

The interior of the building has wood wainscoting on the lower three feet of the
walls. A plaster board material was installed on the upper walls in the early
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1900's. Blackboards covered sections of the walls. The ceiling is about twelve
feet high, with the floor about sixteen inches above the ground. Floorboards are
placed lengthwise of the room. Electric lights were installed sometime in the
1900's. Oil lamps were used originally. The shingle roof of the structure was
covered with galvanized roofing years ago. The belfry has a four sided shingle
roof and the louvered sides protected the bell that called children to school for
nearly one hundred years.

The building is in fair condition but is in need of immediate repair. The bricks
at one rear corner of the building have become dislodged and have fallen to the
ground. The building is in the National Register and is worth saving. However
funds are needed to refurbish this piece of our heritage [McGee 1981].

Historical Resources Inventory Form; Significance (continuing McGee [1981]):

The Altaville School is worthy of preservation because it is the only one
room brick school building remaining the Mother Lode of California. It was
built in 1858 in what was then an important gold mining town, and it was used
as a school for all eight grades, with as many as sixty children instructed by
one teacher, then as a room for upper grades for almost one hundred years,
until 1950 when it was replaced by the Mark Twain Elementary School.

The Altaville School is a good example of the importance the early
residents placed on the education of their children. It was well built, attractive,
and served as a center for community life for many generations. We feel it
should be restored for it is a historic building and a reminder of our American
Heritage. It is truly "A little red schoolhouse," and it should be preserved for
future generations.

The bronze plaque that was placed on the building by the State Park
Commission in cooperation with the Native Daughters of the Golden West,
Princess Parlor No. 84, on May 1, 1955, states: "Brick building built in 1858
with funds raised at a dance given in the Billiard Saloon in the N. R. Prince
Building (which still stands). One of the oldest schools in California, used as a
school until it was replaced in 1950 by the Mark Twain Elementary School."
Landmark No. 89.

Altaville Grammar School is California Historical Landmark No. 499. Address:
125 North Main, Altaville, California, 95221. Architect: Unknown.
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Phase Three: The Restoration Project

In 1981 Ray Stewart, former Operations Officer for CDF (now retired from
State service), outlined plans for preserving the historic schoolhouse and moving it a
short distance from its original location in the CDF station's main parking area to a
more accessible location on Highway 49 (Figures 1-7). As reported in the December
30th edition of the Calaveras Enterprise the building would be moved "brick by brick
to a shaded picnic area in front of the Forestry Station." (In fact it was moved en
masse; see Figures 12-16). The newspaper account states that two other state agencies
would be involved in the project: approval would have to come from the State
Historical Preservation Commission and the actual restoration work would be done by
inmates from the State Department of Corrections Sierra Conservation Center, near
Jamestown. The plan was spearheaded by Bessie McGinnis, a member of the
Calaveras County Historical Society. Later (November 23, 1988) the Calaveras
Enterprise reported the project "underway." Work had been delayed until the
Historical Society received title to the property on which the school presently stands.

Many volunteers contributed to the project.' A major financial contributor was
the Burlington Northern Foundation. Work on the interior of the school was
coordinated by Arnold architect David Hitchcock. Others involved in the project
included Roger Pitto of Sierra Engineering, Terry Bennett of Pioneer Construction,
Tom Colter and Dave Deschryver of Colter-Deschryver Construction, Dave Kuehl
Painting Contractor, Danny Kawcak, Davis John and Marshall Cristo of Homeworks
Construction, and Aldie Broglio of Broglio Electric. The Calaveras Enterprise article
notes that the "old ceiling is being removed and lumber especially milled to resemble
the old wood will soon be installed." Landscaping of the school yard was undertaken
by the Calaveras County Garden Club directed by Rusty Rolleri. Schoolhouse project
chairperson was Sandie Cuneo.

In 1983 the Calaveras Prospect, Weekly Citizen and Chronicle (February 3,
1983) published a Letter to the Editor from Mrs. Betty Snyder, President, Calaveras
County Historical Society, in which she clarified some of the financial issues
pertaining to the project. She further stated:

We would like to point out the generosity of Mr. Gene Deaver in providing the
plans; the devotion of Bob Yohr and Ray Stewart of the CDF in preventing the
loss of this fine example of gold rush architecture; the wonderful cooperation of
the staff and crews of CDF and Baseline Conservation Camp in helping the
project along under the supervision of Architect Bob McCabe; and finally, the
dedication and enthusiasm of our own Eldred Lane as Chairman of the Altaville
School Committee.
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Phase 4: The Altaville Schoolhouse Today

At present the Altaville schoolhouse reposes under stately trees on the
southwest side of Highway 49 (street address 125 North Main), approximately one-
quarter mile northwest of the intersection of Highways 4 and 49. The structure is
accessed via a well-marked turnoff, which leads uphill into a parking area: There are
picnic tables adjacent to the building, which is surrounded by well-kept grounds a
most appealing place to linger as one drives historic Highway 49. The building is
looked after by Mr. Brad Pecchenino of Altaville, and is visited by many travelers
along Highway 49 the Mother Lode's "highway through history."

Entering the building, visitors find themselves in a small "lobby" actually the
front part of the schoolroom which is partitioned off from the main part of the
interior. Displayed on the lobby walls are framed newspaper clippings and
photographs pertaining to the history of the building, notably its removal from the
CDF site to the present location (some of the principal photographs are reproduced in
this report). The visitor views the restored classroom through a glass partition: one
sees the early-day desks, a wood stove, blackboards and many other features that
senior citizens might recall from their own school days, and that (we trust) impress
today's youngsters with some of the advantages they enjoy in present-day schools
indoor plumbing being perhaps not the least of these.

California State University Archaeological Recordation

As an exercise for the California State University field class in archaeological
methods (Anthropology 4605) during Fall Semester, 1996, the senior writer brought
the class to the Altaville school in order to record the present structure, observe its
former location and generally become acquainted with the building and its environs as
an excellent example of historical preservation. The class, consisting of six students,
measured the building, drew elevations of one side and the front of the structure and
photographed all four elevations, as well as oblique views of the building, showing the
front and sides. The distance from the original site of the school to its present location
was measured and the students obtained information from CDF personnel and local
residents regarding the history of the school. In the campus laboratory the students
participated in the layout and initial cataloguing of the materials, which was completed
by the writers and J. W. Ray, M. A.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTION

The former site of the Altaville schoolhouse is documented on plat layouts
prepared by CDF (Figures 3 and 4). In 1981 the building was moved approximately
440 feet (134 m) downhill and slightly to the northwest. The former location of the
schoolhouse has been paved subsequently and is part of the CDF service yards, but
the archaeological investigations in 1982 and 1983 fortunately preceded the paving.

Excavations conducted by Mr. Foster in 1982 to a depth of 30 cm yielded
seven artifacts; the excavations conducted in 1983 by the CDF Baseline crew inside
the foundation produced 323 specimens. The 1982 excavation (a one-meter square
unit) was located on the west side of the building below the northernmost window
(Foster 1982). The 1983 excavations were confined to the interior of the former
foundation. Although the specimens found in 1983 were not separated by specific
locus, the collection records state that all were found in or near the foundation of the
structure.

The entire collection from the Altaville school excavations was unpacked at the
CSUS Archaeological Laboratory, laid out, numbered, indexed, measured, weighed
and catalogued and, to the extent possible or appropriate, each specimen was analyzed
as to its probable or possible use and/or relationship to the school during the lengthy
period when the building was in use (Appendix A). It is important to note that the
building was used from 1859 to 1950 (91 years). Artifacts and other specimens that
accumulated during this lengthy span of time could not be differentiated precisely as to
the specific time when they were used. The collection might be said to be
"destratified," so to speak: the artifacts had accumulated during nearly a century but
were not differentiated stratigraphically nor by discrete depositional events. This
particular problem is not at all unprecedented in historical archaeology (Deetz 1977;
South 1977), nor, for that matter, in prehistoric archaeology: many sites contain
artifacts that can be attributed to a general time-period, but not an exact one.

The collection obtained from the two excavations conducted at the Altaville
schoolhouse includes objects of metal, including nails, horseshoes and other items;
objects of wood or plaster representing pieces of the structure; and objects used by the
pupils and teachers (Figures 30-43). The latter category of objects includes nubbins of
chalk, the ends or ferrules from paint brushes (Figure 31), thin pieces of blackboard
slate (interpreted as bits of hand-held writing slates) (Figure 31), and a rather
enigmatic type of artifact which proved to be slate pencils used to write on
blackboards or hand-held slates (Figures 30-33).

The artifacts from the two excavations can be separated conveniently into four
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general "functional" categories (Table 1): structural, educational, cultural and other
(rather than describing them simply as objects of metal, wood, glass and so forth).
Briefly, these categories are defined as follows: structural includes materials related to
the construction and/or maintenance of the building, such as nails, plaster fragments,
pieces of wood, and so forth. Educational refers of course to items such as pieces of
blackboard slate, chalk, and slate pencils. Cultural includes items such as fragments of
bottles, pieces of cut bone and fragments of crockery. Other subsumes the remaining
items of the collection. These categories are discussed below.

Structural

The collection included numerous pieces of flat glass, very weathered or
"oxidized", readily identifiable as fragments of single-pane window glass. A notable
feature of the present-day schoolhouse is double-pane windows, but probably even
these were occasionally broken perhaps, one likes to think, by mis-directed
baseballs or other playground objects. However, a more prosaic explanation for the
presence of broken glass may be that after the school was abandoned some of the
windows were broken while the building stood empty (approximately 1950 to 1983).
Broken windows were "boarded up", as Captain McGee states, to protect the interior
of the building.

Metal artifacts referable to construction or maintenance of the building include
numerous machine-made cut nails (so-called "square" nails) produced in America from
the 1830s to the 1900s (and later), almost surely used during construction of the
building (Figures 34 and 35). Other types of nails -- wire nails dating from the
1900s to the present (Loveday 1983; Mercer 1924; Michael 1974; Priess 1973; Nelson
1968) probably were used in the course of routine repairs made to the building. Most
of these specimens are unremarkable. It is interesting to note that none of the
specimens collectively or individually provide an exact date of construction that date
is known only from historical records. The cut nails certainly are indicative of
construction before 1900, but neither these nails or the other some 300 specimens in
the collection impart to the investigator any idea of the exact age of the building. It is
interesting to have the opportunity to study remains obtained from a structure of
known age (both in terms of construction and abandonment): it is not particularly
surprising, however, to discover that the total collection does not reveal either the
beginning or end-date of the time-period represented.
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Artifact Category
Structural (5)

Cultural (2)

Artifact Category
Structural (172)

Educational (109)

Cultural (38)

Other (4)

Table 1:

Altaville Schoolhouse Artifacts (330)

1982 Excavation (7)
Type Quantity
Milled lumber 2

Strapping metal 1

Wire nails 2

Crockery 1

Glass jar 1

1983 Excavation (323)
Type Quantity
Brick 3

Cement 5

Clay 3

Cut nails 32
Metal 27
Plaster/dry wall 10

Screws 2
Window glass 63

Wire nails 20
Wood 5

Chalk 11

Desk part 1

Eraser wheel 1

Ferrules 2
Slate 42
Slate pencils 50
Wood handle 1

Wood pencil 1

Axe head 1

Bone 21
Bottle glass 5

Cartridge 1

Ceramic 1

Comb 1

Door key 1

Horseshoes 3

Lead shot 1

Saw 1

Tennis ball 1

Thumb tack 1

Flake 1

Rock 1

Rubber 1

Soil/rust sample 1

26
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Educational

Items subsequently identified as slate pencils attracted general attention in the
CSUS Archaeology Laboratory because they are a type of artifact that lay outside the
experience of most of the student technicians who worked with the collection -- an
interesting example of how everyday objects become unfamiliar as technology
changes. They present a good example of how difficult it may be to identify the
function of certain types of artifacts even those of the recent past, to say nothing of
those from remote prehistoric periods. Many of the slate pencils bore obvious signs of
sharpening, and several displayed spiral-pattern striations, as though they had been
used in some type of holder. Several exhibit oblique parallel marks, possibly saw
marks created during the manufacturing process.

We were puzzled by the fact that test slate pencils from the collection made no
mark on paper, slate or other surfaces, but this is explained by the fact that they have
become hard and rather brittle during the years since they were discarded. When they
were new they were apparently sufficiently pliable to be sharpened and abraded or
scored during use, as indicated by striations, blunting and other evidence of use-wear
(Figures 30-33). Many were dulled from use; some are complete with tip and original
base, but during use were sharpened and reduced to less than half of their original
length. None are as long as apparently unused specimens observed at the Columbia
State Historic Park Museum. The latter specimens, with their original paper wrappers
intact, are 14.1 cm (5.5 inches) long, which is assumed to be their length prior to use.
Three of the Columbia State Historic Park specimens examined by the authors appear
to be unused. Each of these was bound by the manufacturer in a paper wrapper on
which is printed a color depiction of the American flag (Figures 44 and 45).

Other objects which we classified in the "educational" category include an
eraser "wheel " -- a circular rubber wheel with a metal frame and brush, a type of
eraser recently manufactured (Figure 43). Included in the collection are several
fragments of ordinary school chalk (Figure 43), and pieces of thin slate which are
doubtless fragments of hand-held school slates (Figure 31).

Cultural

Items which were unexpected (but not, in retrospect, should they have been)
include pieces of animal bone cut with butchers saws (Figures 38 and 39). It is
possible that children brought pieces or cuts of meat to school with them as part of
their lunches, or the bones may be remains from a community picnic or social event
of years past. Another item perhaps resulting from an outing or non-school social
event of some sort is the bottom of a wine or champagne bottle (identified by the
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obvious basal kick-up) (Figure 36). (The bottle bore no identifying markings). Other
pieces of glass are also fragments of bottles; their presence may be attributed to the
same hypothetical cause. Still other "cultural" items include a hand-forged single-bit
axe head, much distorted (presumably from having been used as a maul) (Figure 42);
the base of a cartridge (.38 caliber) (Figure 43); and a large "skeleton" key of the type
that might have been used to lock the original front door of the building (Figure 43).

Included in the collection are three horseshoes, all of which have been used, as
evidenced by the presence of nails still in place (Figures 40 and 41). Their occurrence
is difficult to explain; one can only speculate as to why they are present. Perhaps they
came from horses belonging to the teachers or some of the pupils, or they might have
been among materials stored in the building after it ceased to be used as a school.

Other

This category includes a piece of rubber, a bagged sample of soil and rust, and
a chert flake the latter possibly an isolated prehistoric archaeological specimen.

CONCLUDING DISCUSSION

Beyond the brief description provided here, the artifact collection from the
Altaville schoolhouse represents a very interesting example of structure-specific and
activity-specific remains from an early-day building, and so may prove useful in
elucidating other collections from buildings that served unknown or multiple purposes.
By arrangement with Mr. Foster and CDF, representative artifacts will be given to the
Calaveras County Archives, where they may be preserved for study by others.

There is a considerable amount of documentation pertaining to the Altaville
school, notably a large scrapbook compiled by the late Eldred Lane, which includes
photographs of the building in the process of being moved and restored. This and
other materials pertaining to the Altaville school are housed in the Calaveras County
Archives. We have included a selection of the relevant documents in this report
(Figures 10-21 and Appendix B).

We have seen that the Altaville Schoolhouse stands as an appropriate monument
to early-day California public education, and is tangible evidence of the civic pride of
the citizens of Altaville. During the formative years in the Mother Lode the public
played a crucial role in organizing school districts, constructing schoolhouses, hiring
teachers, and generally operating a system which today, of course, is largely a
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function of city and county governments. The Altaville schoolhouse, renovated and
attractively situated, is a notable component of the historical heritage of Calaveras
County. That it has been saved for the enjoyment and edification of present-day and
future generations is a high tribute to all those who participated in this worthy
endeavor.
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Notes

1. The writers are indebted to Mr. 0. H. Mace, who cited the quotation from Bret
Harte's Cressy (Haste 1889).

2. The "Calaveras Skull" was claimed to have been found in a mine shaft located
between Altaville and Angels Camp. Found in 1866 (about the same time that
significant "early-man" discoveries were being made in Europe) it is likely that the
skull was intended as a "practical joke" but came to be regarded as extremely ancient
by credulous laymen and scientists alike. The skull, which saw the light of day in
1866, supposedly was discovered more than one hundred feet below the surface in a
mine shaft on Bald Hill (Whitney 1867, 1880). Because it supposedly came from such
a great depth and was encrusted with calcareous materials it was regarded by
contemporary scientists as ancient, although Holmes (1902), Hrdlitta (1907) and
others argued that such claims were without merit which has indeed proved to be
the case (Dexter 1986; Taylor et al. 1992:269-275).

3. For the senior author part of the appeal of Mace's weekly articles published in the
Calaveras Enterprise regarding people and events in Calaveras County owes to the
fact that his father did much the same thing in Bozeman, Montana, where for many
years, writing as the "Roving Reporter," L. W. Napton gathered a great deal of
historical information, anecdotes, pioneer reminiscences and so forth, compiling
material that surely would have been lost to posterity had he not done so. Another,
similar effort to document local history in the Mother Lode region is manifested by
Larry Cenotto's writings about Amador County history (Cenotto 1980).

4. The Murphys schoolhouse is shown in early-day photographs reproduced in the
Album (Calaveras County Historical Society 1986:64); it was still in use in 1986 for
extension classes. The first Mokelumne Hill schoolhouse burned in 1874 and was
replaced by a two-room schoolhouse which was used until 1964.

5. We mention the names of some of the individual volunteers and firms contributing
to the Altaville Schoolhouse relocation and restoration project, as reported in the
Calaveras Enterprise and Calaveras Prospect and obtained from other contemporary
documents. Obviously a great many more persons and firms contributed; if they are
not mentioned here the omission is unintentional. The primary purpose of this report
is to present the results of archaeological study of artifacts from the school site. We
also attempt, however imperfectly, to sketch the background of the project and in so
doing underline the fact that the success of the schoolhouse restoration is due to the
cooperative efforts of a great many individuals and organizations.
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ALTAUILLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Erected 1858

State Historical Landmark

No. 499

State Park Commission

May 1, 1955

28 "Jr 53 Concrete S4ocio
4

Outside Wall Double row of bricks, trim above windows and doors.
Inside Wall Plaster board with vertical board wainscot 38" high.
Windows Nine each casement approximately 44" x 72" high.
Floor Wood Board, about 16" above ground elevation.
Ceiling Wood board, about 12 feet above floor.
Roof 6:12 Pitch, wood shingle covered with galvanized steel.

This sketch man does not include the entire boundary line; it is cnly a sketch
of the school building. For a sketch map of the entire property the Department of
Forestry's sketch map.

Figure 6: Assistant Civic Engineer (State
Department of Forestry), Harry
Townsend's 1978 map of the Altaville
Grammar School.
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Harry Townsend 11/7/78
Assistant Civic Engineer
State Dept. of Forestry



C
o

(^
)1 0

11
11

-V
m

O
U

T
A

M
A

D
ea

.
cr

ry
M

 d
 e

l l
e

M
ay

 D
ow

er
S

A
JC

T
A

A
C

IC
 C

K

JA
C

K
S

O
N

$.
)

pi
ec

so
m

ol
c

to
14

4C
V

A
4 64

-IS
K

S
M

IL
L

1 
D

C
B

an
ne

r

P
A

4o
rn

a
Q

O
M

P
A

LO
M

A

al
im

A
uc

ei
e

*P
R

IM
A

C
A

M
V

A
L.

LI
LY

S
A

C
C

O

C
hi

li
bu

kl
b

M
on

te
,

^1
,4

04

G
 P

o 
W

ra
p"

,

irA
w

yn
N

A

11
11

'0
14

1C
C

ol
t

Ll
'A

vI
LL

E
V

A
LL

A
C

IT
o

P
O

O
LS

S
T

A
T

 I 
O

N
K

ey
s/

A
se

I
2

3
4

S

LI
G

A
I..

e 
IN

h4
.4

.1
16

co
Lu

m
ob

iA
LE

G
E

N
D

()
 T

O
W

N
S

S
ch

oo
ls

B
lo

ck
w

ai
st

co
m

eo
P

eL
l

R
oh

in
so

nt
s

Fe
rr

y

rA
III

M
IN

IS
T

O
N

T
irs

.C
R

A
pP

+
4

Q
is

C
IT

Y

E
U

S
IL

M
IL

A
is

ca
sv

es
D

A
M

so
m

os
ee

.

JA
M

t5
ltw

A
4

C
A

L
A

V
E

R
A

S
5C

4-
10

0L
S

R
E

ST
_C

O
PY

 A
V

A
IL

A
R

L
F

Fi
gu

re
 7

: M
ap

 o
f 

th
e 

C
al

av
er

as
 S

ch
oo

ls
(C

al
av

er
as

 C
ou

nt
y 

H
is

to
ri

ca
l S

oc
ie

ty
 1

98
6)

4
3

r
44



7" 7-74. ^

ic.4:

.74

33

- 7
.."... .

-"-"7"." " '...,. zi.,.-- -- ,4,4.7 ..,4":''''''''... " *
i ):, :. '''-- ,; ''. l','''''''S' ' 7,,,,' ''''. I..: A. _,,_Li.. -..,,...' ZA.7". '.....,..,.),, 7 . '.....:, e '..',..' ::, ''''1'

,... av",, 69.4,,......
!.. :.,, -,1":,;....,,,

e '' -%.,1
, ,z

/'

4,

....4375" .4 i'-'7.

....,..* -,-...-"Z. '.."e c.. 1,,

4i_dtte-' ,

:,, Ic.,,".- -_,,

,te

"4

Figure 8: The two Altaville school houses prior to 1950. The brick schoolhouse is visible in the
background. Photograph from Charles Schwoerer Family.

Figure 9: Altaville School teacher Mayme Duffy's pupils pose in front of the frame
Altaville School in 1911. The brick school is visible in the background, left.
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Figure 11: Altaville School in original location being inspected by members of the Calaveras
County Historical Society and CDF personnel.
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Figure 12: Altaville School in original location on CDF grounds, showing installation of
steel beams prior to moving the structure (Calaveras Enterprise).
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Figure 13: Altaville School in the process of being moved in 1983; CDF personnel observe the
moving (left).
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Figure 14: Altaville School in the process of being moved, nearing its final position, 1983.
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Figure 16: Baseline Crew 4, directed by CDF Fire Crew Supervisor Alan Stovall, undertake
restoration of the Altaville School, 1983 (CDF Communique).
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Figure 17: CDF Fire Crew Supervisor Alan Stovall and members of the Calaveras County
Historical Society view the process of restoration of the Altaville School.

53



42

Figure 18: Restoration of the historic Altaville School in progress; from left, architect Dave
Hitchcock, Roger Pitto, Sierra Engineering, and Calaveras County Historical Society
Vice-President, Don Cuneo.

54



'

<7;

Vt

t'/".`
5:4S

":"4,'+'A`A` "

43

Figure 19: Formal dedication of the Altaville School in its new location, Saturday, April 21,
1984. Shown from left to right, Jack Kennedy, President, Calaveras County Historical
Society, Alan Stovall, CDF Baseline Conservation Camp, and Eldred Lane, Calaveras
County Historical Society.
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Figure 20: Formal dedication of the Altaville School in its new location, Saturday, April 21,
1984. Shown from left to right, Jack Kennedy, President, Calaveras County Historical
Society, and Eldred Lane, Calaveras County Historical Society.
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Altaville SChaol Dedicated
THE RESTORED ALTA VILLE School was
dedicated in ceremonies Saturday. At left, Histor-
ical Society President Jack Kennedy and Eldred
Lane, who headed the project. Above, veleta!:
teacher Bessie McGinnis completes a tour of
schoolhouse; she was one of the first to promo::
the idea of restoring the historic building.

Figure 21: Altaville School dedicated in formal ceremony held Saturday, April 21, 1984.
Veteran teacher Bessie McGinnis shown in front of the schoolhouse in its new
location. -Calaveras Enterprise
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Figure 22: The Altaville School (north elevation) in its
serves as a memorial and museum, November 1996.

Figure 23: The Altaville School (south elevation) in its
serves as a memorial and museum, November 1996.

present-day renovated condition,
-CSUS/IAR Photo

present-day renovated condition,
-CSUS/IAR Photo
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Figure 24: The Altaville School (east elevation) in its present-day renovated condition,
serves as a memorial and museum, November 1996. -CSUS/IAR Photo

Figure 25: The Altaville School (west elevation) in its present-day renovated condition,
serves as a memorial and museum, November 1996. -CSUS/IAR Photo
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Figure 26: Altaville School, showing the north and east elevations, and landscaping, including
picnic table. -CSUS/IAR Photo

Figure 27: Altaville School, southeast elevation, showing storage room which has been
added to the back of the restored brick building. -CSUS/IAR Photo
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Figure 28:28: Members of California State University, Stanislaus, ANTH 4605 Archaeological
Field Methods, positioned at the approximate corners of the former location of the
Altaville School on the CDF grounds, November 1996. -CSUS/IAR Photo

Figure 29: Members of California State University, Stanislaus, ANTH 4605 Archaeological
Field Methods, at the Altaville School, November, 1996. -CSUS/IAR Photo
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Figure 30: Altaville School Artifacts: Upper, Artifact #107, slate pencil, complete;
Lower, #108, slate pencil, complete, note parallel scars.

Figure 31: Altaville School Artifacts (actual size): left to right: #100, slate fragment;
#105-#108, slate pencils; #320, ferrule of small brush.
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Figure 32: Altaville School Artifacts (actual size): Upper, Artifacts
#200-209, slate pencils; Lower, #210-219, slate pencils.

Figure 33: Altaville School Artifacts (actual size): left to right,
Slate pencils, #21-25, proximal ends; #30-34, distal ends.
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Figure 34:
left

Figure 35:
left

Altaville School Artifacts (actual size):
to right, Artifacts #2304239.

Altaville School Artifacts (actual size):
to right, Artifacts #240-247.

Cut nails, 12D-8D,

Cut nails, 8D-4D,
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Figure 36: Altaville School Artifacts (actual size): Artifact #110,
basal fragment of champagne or wine bottle (note "kick-up").

Figure 37: Altaville School Artifacts (actual size): Artifact #87,
basal fragment of ceramic bottle.
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Figure 38: Altaville School Artifacts (actual size): Upper right, Artifact
#51, lower left, #50, fragments of bone cut with meat saw.

Figure 39: Altaville School Artifacts (actual size): Left to right, Artifacts
#202, #221, and #231, fragments of bone cut with meat saw.
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Figure 40: Altaville School Artifacts: left, Artifact #97, horseshoe;
right, Artifact #98, horseshoe.

Figure 41: Altaville School Artifacts: Artifact #326, horseshoe.
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Figure 42: Altaville School, Artifacts: Artifact #327, hand-forged
single bit axe head; left, face; right, haft.
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Figure 43: Altaville School Artifacts, left to right: #164, Skeleton key; #194, .38 caliber
cartridge; #103, eraser wheel; #191, slate pencil; #102, nubbin of chalk.
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Figure 44: Comparison of slate pencils from the Altaville School (upper three specimens) and
from the Columbia State Historic Park (lower four).

Figure 45: Closeup of slate pencils from the Altaville School (upper two specimens) Columbia
State Historic Park Museum (lower four specimens).
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NO.

ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (FOSTER 1982 EXCAVATION)

ARTIFACT MATERIAL LENGTH WIDTH THICKNESS WEIGHT REMARKS
TYPE TYPE (cm) (cm) (cm) (gm) (Condition)

1 L-1 Milled
lumber

Wood 5.00 4.00 1.00 3.20 Decayed

2 L-1 Crockery
(glazed)

Ceramic 1.50 1.00 0.50 0.80 Fragment;
flower
design

3 L-1 Jar
fragment

White
translu-
scent
glass

0.65 0.60 0.40 0.70 Rim fragment

4 L-1 Wire
nail

Metal 8.50 0.40 0.40 9.40 Wire nail
12D

5 L-2 Wire
nail.

Metal 4.50 0.30 0.30 1.90 Finishing
nail; 5D

6 L-2 Lumber Wood 9.00 2.50 2.00 4.50 Fragment
7 L-3 Strapping Metal 17.00 3.50 0.50 18.80 Folded in

five pieces

L-1 = Level 1, 0-10 cm

L-2 = Level 2, 10-20 cm

L-3 = Level 3, 20-30 cm
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NO.

ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF

ARTIFACT MATERIAL LENGTH WIDTH
TYPE TYPE (cm) (cm)

SCREENING)

THICKNESS WEIGHT REMARKS
(cm) (gm) (Condition)

8 Cut nail Metal 9.30 0.70 0.50 13.40 Complete
16d

9 Cut nail Metal 8.50 0.70 0.40 9.00 Complete
12d

10 Cut nail Metal 3.20 0.70 0.50 6.40 Fragment
11 Cut nail Metal 7.70 0.40 0.40 6.00 Complete

10d
12 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.60 0.40 8.20 Complete

10d
13 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.60 0.40 8.20 Complete

10d
14 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.60 0.40 6.90 Complete

10d
15 Ferrule Metal 2.30 0.40 0.40 0.60 Complete
16 Wire nail Metal 9.00 0.40 0.40 9.00 16D
17 Wire nail Metal 7.50 0.70 0.70 7.70 10D
18 Wire nail Metal 7.50 0.30 0.30 4.20 10D
19 Wire nail Metal 6.50 0.40 0.40 5.20 8D
20 Wire nail Metal 4.00 0.30 0.30 2.00 Frag..

21 Pencil Slate 6.60 0.40 0.40 3.60 Blunt end
22 Pencil Slate 6.60 0.50 0.50 3.90 Blunt end
23 Pencil Slate 5.00 0.50 0.50 3.50 Blunt end
24 Pencil Slate 4.70 0.50 0.50 2.70 Blunt end
25 Pencil Slate 3.70 0.50 0.50 1.60 Fragment
26 Pencil Slate 3.70 0.50 0.50 1.70 Milled end
27 Pencil Slate 2.40 0.40 0.40 0.90 Fragment
28 Pencil Slate 2.50 0.30 0.30 0.80 Milled end
29 Pencil Slate 2.00 0.50 0.50 1.10 Blunt end
30 Pencil Slate 4.70 0.50 0.50 1.80 Sharpened
31 Pencil Slate 4.10 0.40 0.40 1.50 Sharpened
32 Pencil Slate 3.70 0.50 0.50 2.00 Blunt
33 Pencil Slate 3.00 0.50 0.50 1.10 Blunt
34 Pencil Slate 3.20 0.50 0.30 0.70 Sharpened
35 Wood screw Metal 3.70 0.40 0.40 3.00 Flat head
36 Comb Plastic? 8.00 1.40 0.30 5.50 Fragment
37 Unknown Bone 9.00 1.40 1.00 3.70 Long bone
38 Ayes sp. Bone 7.50 1.50 0.20 0.90 Sternum
39 Ayes sp. Bone 7.50 1.70 0.60 2.80 Femur
40 Ayes sp. Bone 6.00 0.70 0.60 2.40 Shaft frag.
41 Ayes sp. Bone 7.00 1.00 0.70 3.00 Shaft frag.

42 Window Glass 10.50 3.60 0.20 16.70 Fragment
43 Window Glass 5.50 5.50 0.20 7.60 Fragment
44 Window Glass 4.70 3.20 0.30 5.80 Fragment
45 Window Glass 4.65 3.20 0.20 3.20 Fragment
46 Window Glass 5.40 1.40 0.20 3.20 Fragment
47 Window Glass 2.50 1.70 0.20 0.70 Fragment
48 Bottle Glass 5.60 4.20 0.30 18.70 Green frag.
49 Bottle Glass 4.30 2.50 0.50 8.00 Lt. green
50 Mammal Bone 10.70 5.30 2.20 23.10 T-bone
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ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

51 Mammal Bone 8.30 2.00 1.80 17.50 Rib eye

52 Mammal Bone 7.30 2.20 1.50 9.20 Fragment

53 Mammal Bone 12.50 1.70 0.30 7.60 Sawed rib

54 Aves sp. Bone 7.00 1.00 0.90 3.00 Bird bone

55 Chalk Chalk 4.00 1.20 1.00 2.60 Nubbin

56 Chalk Chalk 3.00 1.00 1.00 1.70 Nubbin

57 Chalk Chalk 3.00 1.20 1.00 1.60 Nubbin

58 Chalk Chalk 3.00 0.90 0.70 0.90 Nubbin

59 Chalk Chalk 2.30 1.70 1.10 1.10 Fragment

60 Chalk Chalk 1.90 1.00 0.90 0.70 Nubbin

61 Chalk Chalk 2.10 1.00 0.80 0.90 Fragment

62 Chalk Chalk 2.00 1.00 1.80 0.90 Fragment

63 Chalk Chalk 1.50 0.90 0.70 0.60 Nubbin

64 Chalk Chalk 1.70 0.80 0.80 0.50 Nubbin

65 Fragment Metal 12.00 2.30 1.60 130.10

66 Slate Slate 11.00 5.50 0.10 92.50 Fragment

67 Slate Slate 14.00 4.70 0.20 28.40 Fragment

68 Slate Slate 10.00 6.00 0.20 42.40 Edge frag.

69 Slate Slate 9.00 4.30 0.20 17.20 Fragment

70 Slate Slate 6.00 4.30 0.20 12.10 Fragment

71 Slate Slate 6.50 3.30 0.20 10.10 Fragment

72 Slate Slate 6.20 5.70 0.20 2.60 Fragment

73 Slate Slate 4.50 2.70 0.20 4.00 Fragment

74 Slate Slate 4.00 1.70 0.20 2.80 Beveled edge

75 Slate Slate 2.00 1.70 0.20 0.40 Fragment

76 Slate Slate 3.00 1.50 0.20 0.60 Fragment

77 School
slate

Slate 10.50 6.50 0.30 33.60 Fragment

78 School
slate

Slate 9.00 4.00 4.00 26.10 Fragment

79 School
slate

Slate 5.20 4.50 4.50 8.50 Fragment

80 School
slate

Slate 5.20 3.50 3.50 5.40 Fragment

81 School
slate

Slate 6.00 3.50 3.50 5.30 Edge
fragment

82 School
slate

Slate 5.90 2.30 2.30 4.10 Edge
fragment

83 School
slate

Slate 4.00 3.00 3.00 4.50 Fragment

84 School
slate

Slate 5.50 4.00 4.00 6.20 Fragment

85 School
slate

Slate 3.00 1.70 1.70 1.00 Fragment

86 School
slate

Slate 4.20 3.30 3.30 5.30 Fragment

87 Vessel Ceramic 7.30 5.00 0.50 223.00 Fragment;
Station 1G

88 Desk
chair
part?

Metal
(iron)

20.50 4.60 0.30 293.70 Fragment

89 School
slate

Slate 8.70 5.70 0.20 30.10 Edge
fragment,



ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

incised
initials

90 Window Glass 6.20 4.30 0.20 9.10 Edge
fragment,
opalized

91 Window Glass 5.00 2.70 2.70 4.10 Fragment

92 Window Glass 3.80 3.20 3.20 3.50 Fragment
opalized

93 Window Glass 3.20 1.30 1.30 0.70 Fragment
opalized

94 Window Glass 6.20 3.80 3.80 6.80 Corner
fragment,
opalized

95 Ring Metal 15.00 1.90 1.10 415.10 Flanged

96 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.70 0.40 6.30 Square nail

10d
97 Horse-

shoe
Metal 16.50 14.50 1.50 573.00 Has 3 nails

in it

98 Horse-
shoe

Metal 17.20 15.00 1.00 456.60 Worn

99 Mammal
mandible

Bone 7.00 2.00 0.50 3.40 cf. Pack
rat,
ascending
ramus frag-
ment

100 Slate Slate 7.50 6.20 0.20 26.50 Fragment,
Station lE

101 Cut nail Metal 8.00 0.50 0.30 7.40 Station 1C

12d
102 Black-

board
chalk

Chalk 3.00 0.90 0.90 1.40

103 Rotary
eraser
wheel

Rubber 3.80 3.80 0.30 8.10 Worn

104 Car-
tridge

Brass 1.90 1.70 1.70 3.40 cf. .38
caliber
c/f; base

105 Pencil Slate 9.50 0.50 0.50 4.90 mid-
section

106 Pencil Slate 6.00 0.50 0.50 3.20 Sharpened

107 Pencil Slate 6.00 0.50 0.50 2.60 Milled flat
and knife
sharpened

108 Pencil Slate 5.80 0.50 0.50 2.90 Milled flat
and knife
sharpened;
clamp scars

109 Bottle Glass 4.50 1.80 0.50 11.10 Base frag-
ment;
opaque

110 Bottle Glass 9.00 5.00 0.70 199.70 Fragment,
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ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

base green,
kick-up of
wine or
champagne
bottle
Station 1H

111 Handle Wood 14.80 2.00 0.10 2.10 Fragment
cf. bamboo
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NO.

ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG

ARTIFACT MATERIAL LENGTH WIDTH
TYPE TYPE (cm) (cm)

(CDF SCREENING)

THICKNESS WEIGHT
(cm) (gm)

REMARKS
(Condition)

112 Pencil Wood 8.00 0.70 0.70 1.00 Fragment,
eraser end

113 Round Wood
pointed
piece

7.50 2.00 0.50 1.60 Purposely
rounded

114 Piece of Wood
wood

5.00 1.20 0.70 1.70 Fragment

115 Wood Wood
sliver

10.20 0.50 0.10 0.40 Possible
pencil
fragment

116 to Window Glass Opalized
163 frag-Largest 8.00 3.30 0.20 9.00 No. 116

ments Smallest 2.30 1.80 0.20 0.90 No. 161
162 Window Glass 3.50 2.90 0.20 4.40 Clear
163 Window Glass 5.00 3.10 0.20 7.60 Corner

fragment
tinted green

164 Door key Metal 9.00 3.00 0.70 26.90 Skeleton
165 to School Slate Fragments
184 slate Largest 8.30 7.50 0.30 30.50 No. 165

pieces Smallest 2.20 1.70 0.10 0.80 No. 184
185 Bottle Glass 2.50 2.00 0.30 2.20 Green,

opalized
fragment

186 Unknown Rubber 5.00 1.50 0.50 2.50
187 Black- Chalk

board
chalk

2.70 1.00 1.00 1.00

188 Rodent Enamel
tooth

2.00 0.30 0.20 0.10 Incisor
cf. packrat
No. 99

189 Pencil Slate 4.30 0.30 0.30 1.50 Metal frag-
ment
adheres

190 Pencil Slate 4.30 0.40 0.40 2.30 Pointed,
two circum-
scribed
grooves

191 Pencil Slate 4.00 0.40 0.40 2.10 Pointed,
spiral
grooves

192 Pencil Slate 6.30 0.40 0.40 3.20 Fragment
two flat
sides with
milling
marks;
pointed

193 Pencil Slate 3.50 0.40 0.40 1.60 Fragment
with
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ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

milling
marks, two
flat sides;
pointed

194 Pencil Slate 4.50 0.40 0.40 2.10 Fragment;
pointed

195 Pencil Slate 3.30 0.40 0.40 1.20 Fragment,
elongated
sharp point

196 Pencil Slate 4.20 0.40 0.40 2.00 Fragment,
rounded
point

197 Pencil Slate 3.30 0.40 0.40 1.10 Fragment
elongated
point

198 Pencil Slate 2.50 0.40 0.40 0.80 Fragment;
pointed

199 Pencil Slate 2.50 0.40 0.40 1.00 Fragment
rounded
point

200 Pencil Slate 3.00 0.40 0.40 1.00 Complete
rounded on
both ends

201 Pencil Slate 2.70 0.40 0.40 1.10 Midsection
fragment

202 Pencil Slate;
light
gray

3.00 0.50 0.50 1.30 Conical tip
carefully
finished

203 Pencil Slate 1.70 0.40 0.40 0.50 Point
fragment

204 Pencil Slate 2.80 0.50 0.50 1.50 Complete
bluntly
roundly at
both ends

205 Pencil Slate 4.00 0.50 0.50 1.70 Fragment
blunted on
one end

206 Pencil Slate 2.40 0.40 0.40 1.30 Fragment
blunted on
one end

207 Pencil Slate 2.70 0.40 0.40 1.10 Blunted
fragment

208 Pencil Slate 4.70 0.50 0.50 3.00 Fragment
distal end

209 Pencil Slate 4.70 0.40 0.40 1.90 Fragment
distal end

210 Pencil Slate 4.30 0.50 0.50 2.00 Fragment
distal end

211 Pencil Slate 4.70 0.40 0.40 1.30 Complete
blunted on
both ends

212 Pencil. Slate 4.60 0.40 0.40 1.60 Fragment
midsection

77



ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

213 Pencil Slate 3.50 0.50 0.50 1.70 Fragment
midsection

214 Pencil Slate 3.50 0.50 0.50 0.90 Fragment
split
longitudin-
ally

215 Pencil Slate 2.90 0.40 0.40 1.20 Fragment
midsection

216 Pencil Slate 2.60 0.40 0.40 1.20 Fragment
midsection

217 Pencil Slate 2.70 0.40 0.40 1.20 Fragment
midsection

218 Pencil Slate 1.80 0.40 0.40 0.90 Fragment
midsection

219 Pencil Slate 1.50 0.40 0.40 0.70 Fragment
midsection

220 Pencil Slate 1.14 0.40 0.40 0.50 Fragment
midsection

221 Mammal Bone 5.70 5.50 1.00 19.90 Sawed by
butcher;
long bone

222 Mammal Bone 5.00 4.00 1.40 6.10 Sawed by
butcher

223 Ayes sp. Bone 5.50 0.50 0.40 0.70 Shaft
(bird) fragment

224 Ayes sp. Bone 5.50 1.20 1.20 0.80 Fragment
(bird)

225 Ayes sp. Bone 3.00 0.30 0.20 0.20 Complete
(bird) limb bone

226 Mammal Bone 2.20 0.70 0.30 0.10 Femur
227 Ayes sp. Bone 4.10 0.40 0.10 0.10 Rib

(bird)
228 Cut nail Metal 9.50 0.70 0.50 13.80 Complete

18d
229 Cut nail Metal 9.50 0.70 0.50 11.60 Complete

18d
230 Cut nail Metal 8.50 0.70 0.50 8.50 Complete

12d
231 Cut nail Metal 8.50 0.70 0.50 8.50 Complete

12d
232 Cut nail Metal 8.50 0.70 0.50 10.10 Complete

12d
233 Cut nail Metal 8.50 0.70 0.50 10.50 Complete

12d
234 Cut nail Metal 8.50 0.70 0.50 10.00 Complete

12d
235 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.70 0.50 8.00 Complete

10d
236 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.70 0.50 7.60 Complete

10d
237 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.70 0.50 6.70 Complete

10d
238 Cut nail Metal 7.50 0.70 0.50 5.30 Complete
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239

240

241

242

243

244

245

246

247

248

249

250

251

252

253

254

255

256

257

258

259

260

261

262

ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

10d
Cut nail Metal
8d
Cut nail Metal
8d
Cut nail Metal
8d
Cut nail Metal

Cut nail Metal

Cut nail Metal
6d
Cut nail Metal

Cut nail Metal
10d
Wire nail Metal

Cut nail Metal

Cut nail Metal

Cut nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

Wire nail Metal

6.50 0.70 0.30

6.50 0.70 0.30

6.50 0.70 0.30

4.40 0.70 0.40

4.40 0.70 0.40

5.00 0.50 0.30

6.00 0.70 0.50

7.00 0.70 0.50

7.50 0.50 0.50

5.00 0.70 0.50

3.30 0.50 0.40

5.70 0.50 0.40

9.00 0.40 0.40

9.00 0.40 0.40

7.50 0.40 0.40

7.50 0.40 0.40

6.50 0.40 0.40

6.50 0.40 0.40

6.50 0.40 0.40

6.50 0.30 0.30

6.20 0.20 0.20

5.00 0.30 0.30

5.00 0.30 0.30

5.00 0.20 0.20

0.10263 to Metal Metal 2.20 2.00
287 fragments (unidentifiable)

288 Wood Wood

3.40 Complete

4.40 Complete

4.40 Complete

5.40 Head
fragment

4.00 Head
fragment

3.40 Complete

6.40 Shank
fragment

5.40 Complete
bent

6.10 Complete
10D

2.90 Fragment
bent

1.70 Shank
fragment

5.00 Head
missing

9.50 Complete
16D

10.20 Complete
16D

7.30 Complete
10D

6.70 Complete
10D

5.10 Complete
8D

4.70 Complete
8D

5.60 Complete
8D

3.90 Complete
8D

2.60 Complete
8D

3.00 Framing
nail, 6D

3.10 Framing
nail, 6D

2.30 Complete
6D

1.20 No. 263

8.20 2.50 0.20 1.40 Fragment

7 9



ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

of slat

289 Dry-wall Plaster 5.50 2.00 0.50 1.90 Fragment
with paper
attached

290 Plaster Plaster 4.00 2.30 0.50 7.80 Fragment
291 Plaster Plaster 2.50 1.70 0.50 1.10 Fragment

292 Dry-wall Plaster 3.00 2.00 0.50 1.70 Fragment
293 Dry-wall Paper 2.40 1.50 0.10 1.10 Paper

fragment
294 Dry-wall Paper/ 4.90 2.70 0.10 0.30 Fragment

Plaster
295 Dry-wall Plaster 4.00 3.00 0.10 0.30 Fragment
296 Dry-wall Plaster 4.00 2.00 0.20 0.20 Fragment
297 Dry-wall Paper 3.50 1.70 0.10 0.10 Fragment
298 Bonding

agent
Cement 7.30 6.00 2.00 111.70 Fragment

(mortar)
299 Glob Cement 6.30 5.00 2.90 58.20
300 Glob Cement 3.50 2.50 1.50 9.90

301 Glob Cement 3.00 2.50 1.00 7.40

302 Glob Cement 3.30 1.70 1.70 3.50

303 Piece of
plaster

Plaster 2.50 2.00 0.40 1.50 Thin piece

304 Plaster Plaster 1.70 1.00 0.40 0.50 Fragment
305 Asbestos Asbestos 2.50 0.70 0.10 0.50 Fragment
306 Brick Brick 6.00 3.00 2.00 22.90 Fragment
307 Brick Brick 3.30 2.60 1.90 14.80 Fragment

of corner

308 Brick Brick 3.50 3.50 0.90 = 8.20 Fragment

309 Clod Clay 3.00 2.70 1.50 8.60 Fragment

310 Clod Clay 3.60 2.50 1.70 11.00 Fragment
311 Clod Clay 2.30 2.00 1.40 4.60 Fragment
312 Rock Rock 2.70 1.70 0.70 3.20 Fragment
313 Wood

screw
Metal 4.50 0.70 0.70 9.96 Flat head

complete
314 Carriage

bolt
Metal 4.00 0.70 0.70 17.40 Bolt head

fragment

315 Dry-wall
saw

Metal 8.70 1.00 0.20 5.90 Distal
fragment

316 Thumb
tack

Metal 0.50 1.00 1.00 0.80 Complete

317 School
slate

Slate 5.50 4.50 0.30 10.90 Fragment

318 School
slate

Slate 3.50 1.70 0.10 1.20 Fragment

319 School
slate

Slate 1.20 0.70 0.10 0.20 Fragment

320 Ferrule Brass/
wood

4.10 0.60 0.60 1.10 Artist
brush
fragment

321 Mammal Bone 6.50 2.70 2.50 17.80 Sawed end
proximal
condyle
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ALTAVILLE SCHOOL CATALOG (CDF SCREENING)

humerus
322 Aves sp. Bone

(bird)
3.50 1.70 1.00 1.30 Proximal

femur
fragment

323 Window Glass
(single strength)

5.60 5.00 0.20 12.90 Fragment
of edge;
opalized

324 Tennis Rubber
ball

6.00 6.00 6.00 47.00 Rubber core,
partially
tinted red

325 Wood Wood 14.00 1.00 0.60 3.60 Sliver, two
milled
sides

326 Horse- Metal
shoe

15.50 14.00 0.70 339.00 With two
nails

327 Axe head Metal 16.00 10.50 0.70 1,407.00 Hand-
forged?
Single-edge

328 Flake? Chert 3.00 2.00 1.00 6.00 Lustrous
329 Misc. Soil &

sediment rust
NA NA NA 99.00

330 Lead Lead
shot

0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 cf. No. 5
Shot
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Baseline restores 115-year-old school

Imagine being given the task of
picking up a 115-year-old brick build-
ing and moving it 200 yards without
even disturbing the mortar.

Having spent the winter restoring
it, a California Department of For-
estry inmate hand crew from Base-
line Conservation Camp now plans
to do exactly that with the old Alta-
vine Elementary School at the CDF
Altaville Station, in Calaveras
County.

The old structure, built by gold
rush miners, was in such a state of
disrepair when Fire Crew Supervisor
Alan Stovall and Baseline Crew Four
began the restoration, it was consid-
ered hazardous.

Portions of the south and west
walls of the old one-room school
had crumbled and fallen away. Its
floor, rotted and sagging, had bro-
ken through in places to the bare
ground beneath it. At the suggestion
of State Forest Ranger III Ray Ste-
wart, Officials at the Department of
Forestry's Baseline Conservation
Camp, the Calaveras County Board
of Supervisors, the Calaveras
County Historical Society, and the
Angels Camp City Council joined
forces in early 1982 to draft a resto-
ration plan for the old building.

Aided by Sacramento Architect
Bob McCabe, who was involved in
restoration and moving of similar
structures in Old Sacramento, a spe-
cific plan to return the schoolhouse
to its original condition, and move it
to the new site was agreed upon.
The actual reconstruction began in
January.

Protected by large sheets of plas-
tic to block the rain and chilling
winds that whistled through its gap-
ing walls, the Baseline crew, under
Fire Crew Supervisor Stovall's super-
vision, began shoring up and rebuild-
ing, using the original bricks sal-
vaged on-site.

With restoration plans calling for
the school's original split shake roof,
long ago covered by now rusted
sheets of corrugated iron, to be re-
placed with new ones, bolts of new
shingle material in the form of
straight grained sugar pine, were
brought in.

Neither Fire Crew Supervisor Sto-
vall or any members of his crew had
ever manufactured shakes or seen
the long bladed old hand froes
which were used to split them from
the pine blocks.

First, from old automobile spring
leaves, they made the blades with
which to do the splitting. Then, gath-
ering bits of information here and
there on how the shakes are split
from the pine bolts, the Baseline
crew began the time consuming job
of manufacturing them.

The result was stacks of dear,
straight grained, 28-inch shakes as
good or better than the originals,
which will be used to roof the old
school after it is moved.

With the exception of times in re-
cent weeks when they have been
called for fire fighting duty, the Base-
line crew has worked steadily on re-
turning the old school to its original
state. Now, with its walls rebuilt, the
battered tin roof has been pulled off
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and the building's wood floor torn
out, in preparation for the actual
moving of the old structure.

Work is now underway on prepa-
ration of its new site, a park area
fronting on Highway 49, some 200
feet from its present location. In this
oak-shaded spot the old school will
receive more notice from gold coun-
try tourists and they will be able to
view and visit without hampering
movement of CDF firefighting equip-
ment and crews.

Following the site preparation, the
inmate crew, working with a moving
firm, will frame the base of the build-
ing tightly with heavy beams to keep
the walls from shifting during the ac-
tual moving operation.

The old structure, originally built
with funds raised at a miner's dance
and used as a classroom until 1950,
is on the National Register of Histor-
ic Places.

Baseline Camp Ranger Lou Gon-
zalez has stated that the success of
this project has been due to the in-
terest and dedication of. Fire Crew
Supervisor Stovall and his crew.

CCC plans
50th anniversary

. . . Chapter 34 of the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) and the
Angels National Forest will conduct
a special presentation in commemo-
ration of the 50th anniversary of the
CCC. Guest speakers will be USFS
Regional Forester Zane Smith, Chief
Rex Griggs of CDF's Region VI and
Chief Clyde Bragdon of the Los An-
geles County Fire Department.

The ceremonies will be held at
1400 hours on September 24, 1983
behind the Junior Fair Building in the
southeast portion of the Los Ange-
les County Fairgrounds.

If you have any materials relating
to the 50 years of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps which could be used
for display or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Gordon Rowley
at the Angels National Forest (213)
577-0050.
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OUR SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECTS
As we go to press (late as usual), the Altaville

schoolhouse has been moved safely to its new location
near the highway, in front of the State Forestry Station.
Restoration will continue as weather permits, and especial-
ly as additional funds become available. As many of you
know, the County and the City of Angels have each pro-
vided $5000, and the Society $2500 for the restoration. In
addition, members of the Society, members of the Berkeley
City Club, and other individuals and organizations have
contributed (at last count) some $7350. Local suppliers
have helped by making materials available at a special
price or as a donation. The State Forestry and the Baseline
Camp continue to provide substantial help in supplying
labor and some equipment. However, additional funds
will be needed to complete the restoration. The society will
be pleased to receive such funds, which are tax exempt ex-
penditures, and forward them to the Committee.

Another project that has been in progress for a year or
so is the collecting of pictures of our early schools, many of
which were of the one-room variety, and of information
about them and the teachers and pupils. We hope to con-

ALTAVILLE SCHOOL
Just 100 years ago, nearly sixty pupils and their teachers
stand in front of the school for the annual picture. The
Prince, Demarest, Frazier, Nuninger, Baumhogger,
Becker, Lee, Starr, Marchal and Smith families were
among those sending children to Altaville school in the
early 1880's. Society Files

dude this study with publication of a book on the Historic
Schools of Calaveras County.

Many persons have assisted the committee in supplying
pictures and information. But we still need pictures of the
schools listed below. If you can help, please get in touch
with Eva Soracco, Star Route 3, San Andreas, CA 95249,
or Bessie McGinnis, P.O. Box 542, Angels Camp, CA
95222.

Bald Mountain
Bear Mountain
Big Trees
Black Hill
Burson
Cave City

Evergreen
Lincoln
Negro Gulch
Oak Grove
O'Byrnes Ferry
Pine Log

Pleasant Springs
Rindge
Table Mountain
Taylor's Bar
Union
Washington

Ranch

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members:
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Arighi, Arnold
Celia M. Beltramo, Angels Camp
Mrs. Charles Gross, Marysville
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Peyton, San Andreas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Stewart, Mountain Ranch
Myrtle E. Severy, Tracy
James Sanders, Woodland
Mr. and Mrs. Roy D. Wathen, Mountain Ranch
Kern County Historical Society, Bakersfield
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SAN AN DR E AS , CALIFORNIA, 95249

February 15, 1984

Dear Members of the Calaveras County Historical Society:

The purpose of this letter is to bring you an update on the progress

of the restoration of the Altaville School.

The brick building has been successfully moved intact and is now

sitting on its permanent foundation located on Highway 49 at the Division

of Forestry headquarters in Altaville. The restoration of the exterior

includes a new, hand-split, cedar shake roof and the repair and installation

of the original bell tower. During the coming week new, custom-made doors and

windows will be installed which will authentically duplicate the design and

material used in the original structure. In addition, it is planned to con-

struct a lean-to on the back of the building as existed originally. This will

also be true to the design used on the original schoolhouse.

Following the completion of this exterior restoration, the brick walls

will be treated with a preservative sealer tinted to match the original

painted surface of the bricks. All wooden doors, windows and trim will then

be painted white to match the original.

In order for your Society to complete all of this final phase of the

exterior restoration, additional funds are being solicited from our friends

and members. Even though the Historical Society has allocated additional

funding from its treasury, we are still short the necessary amount of money

to realize the completion of this phase of the project. Therefore, we are re-

questing whatever additional financial assistance you can render at this time.

Time is of the essence in your responding to this appeal inasmuch as we still

have the manpower available through the Division of Forestry to complete this

work. However, this source of volunteer labor will only be available to us for

a limited time more so we must come up with the necessary monies to purchase the

needed materials now.

We do thank you so very much for your past interest and financial assist-

ance and hope that you will be able to come up with "just a little bit more"

to help your Society realize the completion of this very worthwhile project.

Tax-deductible contributions may be mailed to the Calaveras County

Historical Society, P.O. Box 721, San Andreas, CA. 95249, Attention:

Jack W. Kennedy, President.

Sincerely,

GL4t4 46-n4/Lc
L' ja

V Jack W. Kennedy

/lk 88



SAN ANDREAS, CALIFORNIA, 95249

June 26, 1984

Mr. Jerry Partain, Director
California Department of Forestry

1416 - 9th Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Mr. Partain:

Upon completion of the restoration of the Altaville School building

and its relocation, which was a joint project of the California Division

of Forestry and Calaveras County Historical Society, I am submitting

this letter of commendation for Allan Stovall, Fire Captain B, California

Department of Forestry, who operates from Baseline Conservation Camp,

Jamestown, California.

When I first inspected this building, it appeared to be beyond

repair or beyond practical restoration. Nevertheless, under the direction

of Architect McCabe, Allan Stovall and a crew of inmates went to work

during the off fire season to accomplish this difficult restoration

project.

Allan's resourcefulness and ability to follow technical instructions

and improvise when necessary to get on with the project was superb.

His attention to detail and thoroughness is outstanding. He possesses

that rare ability to handle men and maintain their respect and admiration.

The Calaveras County Historical Society is very grateful for

Allan's and for the California Department of Forestry's part in

accomplishing the restoration and relocation of this brick school building,

a monument of which the community and county are proud.

ELL/sh
cc: Calaveras County

Historical Society

Sincerely yours,

Eldred L. Lane, Chairman
Altaville School Committee
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:;.ST; OR APPROVAL OF PROPOSED DEPARTMENTAL LEGISLATION RESOURCES
ENT:

FORESTRY
LE:

Disposal of the Altaville Schoolhouse Historical Site

(MARY:

BILL CONTROL No.

RA -86-3

CDF has in its control land upon which there is a one-room brick

schoolhouse built in 1858. It is the only one-room brick schoolhouse

building remaining in the 'Mother Lode area of' California, and is of great

historical value. The building is located in the Altaville Townsite on

State Route 49 near the junction of State Route 4. Its historical value

and attraction as a historical site is a liability to the Department of

Forestry. Its location makes it accessible to visitors which. require

parking, sanitary facilities and management by an. attendant. The

Department of Forestry is unable to provide for this public use, or to

provide protection from vandals or caretaking services. Also, the

Department of. Parks and Recreation does not have staff in the immediate

area to provide these services. The Calaveras County Historical. Society

will operate the facility as a historic museum and assume all operating.

obligations if the land, approximately 0.58 acres, is conveyed to them

without cost.

Proposed Solutions:
Chapter 1384, page 2

1. Existing Law: Legislation (AB 2713/19844 authorizing the disposal of

the 0.58 acre parcel containing the schoolhouse was

passed last year. Unfortunately, this legislation

contained restrictions as to the method of disposal,

none of which allowed for conveyance to the Calaveras
County Historical Society without fees being collected.

The Historical Society is the only responsible group

interested in acquiring, preserving and operating this
facility for its historic significance, and has

cooperated with the Department of Forestry in

restoration efforts undertaken to date. They have

contributed more than $20,000 to help preserve' the

facility and its historical significance.

2. Proposed
Change:

Allow for the conveyance of the 0.5'8 acre parcel with

improvements to the Calaveras County Historical Society
at no cost, subject to certain safeguards. that would

assure its operation in the best interest and benefit

to the people of California.

3. Justification: The schoolhouse is currently a burdensome liability to

the State. Staffing would need to be provided to

maintain and operate the facility in a satisfactory

manner. The Calaveras County Historical Society was

(Continued on attached sheet)
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?ARTMENylilEAD DATE: kgyctITcp:gned By
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0e0ST FOR APPROVAL OF PROPOSED DEPARTMENTAL LEGISLATION

;E,ARTMENT: FORESTRY
Tr -rE Disposal of the Altaville Schoolhouse Historical Site,age 2

formed to provide private funding and care for items ofhistoric value by the local citizenry. It is the onlygroup which has shown an interest in preserving thesite and operating it as a facility open to the public.To assure its use as a public facility, the conveyancewill contain language that would assure responsibleoperation on behalf of the public and requirereconveyance back to the State in the event ofviolation of the safeguard clauses. Such language hasbeen developed jointly with the representatives of theDepartments of Forestry and. General Services,Assemblyman Waters, and Senator Garamendi's Office, andthe Calaveras County Historical Society.
scal Impact: None

gislative
story:

The State will rid itself of a liability it now holds.The public will be able to enjoy visiting the site asit will be on display by the Historical Society, andthe State will always be able to take the parcel backif the public is not well served.

None

The transfer of this property will enable the
Calaveras County Historical Society to make availablethis historically significant facility to the p,:blicfo- the4r benefit and mn-cr-vm=n-.

.
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Id Altaville school dedicated

p-,-7.-"("k,

THE CALAVERAS Historical
Society held a formal dedication
ceremony for the old Altaville
school last Saturday. Among
those taking part were, from
left, Jack Kennedy, president of
the Society; Alan Stovall from
CDF's Baseline Conservation
Camp, whose prisoners did most
of the restoration work; and
Eldred Lane, also of the Soc-
iety. The school was moved
several months ago from CDF
property to its new site on High-
way 49 in Altaville.
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UN !TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

® NAME
HISTORIC

Altaville Grammar School

/0615/m> C40/17 QL
.(10-wed I

AND/OR COMMON

The Old Altaville School/Red Brick Grammar School

El LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER

125 North Main Street _NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN

Angels Camp VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Fourteenth

STATE

Calif.

CODE
06

COUNTY
Calaveras

CODE
009

el CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
DISTRICT

ZguILDING(S1

_STRUCTURE

_SITE
OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
-PUBLIC
_PRIVATE

__BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
_IN PROCESS

BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS

OCCUPIED
X UNOCCUPIED

--WORK IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE
RYES: RESTRICTED

_YES: UNRESTRICTED

NO

PRESENT USE

--AGRICULTURE

COMMERCIAL

_EDUCATIONAL

_ENTERTAINMENT

--GOVERNMENT

INDUSTRIAL

_MILITARY

_MUSEUM

_PARK
_PRIVATE RESIDENCE

RELIGIOUS
SCIENTIFIC
_TRANSPORTATION

X.OTHER: Vacant.

DOWNER OF PROPERTY
'kb:kW

California State Division of Forestry
STREET & NUMBER

1416 9th Street (Department of Resources)

CITY. TOWN

Sacramento VICINITY OF

Calif. 95814
STATE

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Registry of Deeds

STREET & NUMBER
Government Center Mountain Ranch Road

CITY. TOWN

San Andreas

STATE

Calif. 95249

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

California State Landmark #499
DATE

December 4, 1951
DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS

_FEDERAL .STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

State Office of Historic Preservation

CITY. TOWN

P.O. Box 2390, Sacramento

STATE
Calif. 95811
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U GNIF ICAN CE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_PREHISTOHIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE

_1500.1599 _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE _SCULPTURE

-1600.1699 _ARCHITECTURE IEDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING --MUSIC _THEATER

X-1800-1899 _COMM ERCE EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION

-1900- ._COMMUNICATIONS _JNOUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY)

-INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
erected 1858

Builder unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Altaville Grammar School, built in 1858, is significant for its historic

association with the development of Altaville, California. The one-room

schoolhouse operated as the only educational facility, serving the community

until 1950. It is one of the oldest schoolhouses in California. The

architectural significance of the building is based on its style; a vernacular

translation of a Greek Revival design.

The brick building was erected, with funds raised by a dance in the Billiard

Saloon of the N.R. Prince Building, on land donated by Thomas Frazier. The

schoolhouse became a State Landmark in 1954. Despite the deterioration noted

above, the Altaville Schoolhouse retains most of its original fabric and is an

important landmark in the Mother Lode region of California.

The schoolhouse is a vernacular adaptation of the Greek Revival style popular

in the United States between 1820 and 1860. The last date of the Altaville

Schoolhouse falls after the heyday of the style which was in the 1830's and

1840's. The date of the schoolhouse is governed largely by the historical

development of the Mother Lode region which occurred primarily after 1848 with

the beginning of the Gold Rush. The popularity of the style is to be noted in

the fact that the general style of the locale was Greek Revival. As noted by

historian Harold Kirker, this style "remained the domestic vernacular on

California's architectural frontier until after the completion of the Pacific

Railroad."1

The Greek Revival style appeared in the United States in 1798 with a design by

William Latrobe, the first professionally trained architect in the U.S. The

popularity -of the style spread quickly due to its political associations (it

was seen as the style of ancient democracies) and social associations (it was

viewed as a welcome break with the English based Georgian and Federal styles)

and the popularization of the style with the publication of. carpenter's pattern

books that presented plans and detailing. .Since the Altaville Schoolhouse

presents the typical aspects of domestic versions of the Greek Revival style

with simple rectangular block, pediment suggested by cornice returns and frieze

but does not display any Greek Revival detailing, it suggests that a local .

builder was able to translate the major characteristics of the plan, pediment,

cornice and frieze but relied on his vernacular knowledge of brickwork when

dealing with details such as door and window frames. Therefore, the Altaville

Schoolhouse is representative of the process by which an architectural style

is introduced and subsequently translated into a local context.
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EOGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

.084 acres (3,648 sq. ft.)

QUADRANGLE NAME Angels Camp, California QUADRANGLE SCALE 1:24000
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A11101 1711131912101 L4,211/71612,01 BI I I I II r ILI r l t I I

ZONE EASTING NORTHING
NORTHING

CLL111/111j111111Li
ZONE EASTING

1111111 1

ELI1111L11111111111 FLI_J1111j 111111111

GL_LI 1 1'11111111111( 1 HWII111 11111ttl
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRIPTION

Nominated property occupies .084 acres of land adjacent

to Highway 49 in Altaville, California.*Beginning at a point which bears N. 75° 03'

E., 758.31 feet from the East one quarter corner of Section 29, T. 3 N., R. 13 E.,

M.D.M.; thence S. 52° 34' W., 334.75 feet; thence S. 33° 40' W; 458 feet,
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STATE CODE' COUNTY CODE

STATE
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NAME / TITLE
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ORGANIZATION
DATE
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STREET & NUMBER
TELEPHONE
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CITY OR TOWN
STATE

Angels Camp,' California 95222

ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL_ STATE LOCAL X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-6651. I

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE
DATE ) u 1 1979..

FOR NPS USE oNt.tr: -
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAtTHIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER:

DATE

KEEP ER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
ATTEST:

DATE

CHIEF OF REGISTRATION

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
100

CPO 921-803



11
41

10
44

40

S
k
e
t
c
h
 
m
a
p
 
w
h
i
c
h
 
s
h
o
w
s
 
L
h
e

b
o
.
.
m
d
a
r
y
 
l
i
n
e

o
f
 
t
h
e
 
p
r
o
p
e
r
t
y
 
b
e
i
n
g
 
n
o
m
i
n
a
t
e
d
 
o
u
t
l
i
n
e
d
-

i
n
 
r
e
d
 
p
e
n
c
i
l
 
w
h
i
c
h
 
t
r
a
c
e
s
 
'
h

s
e
m
i
-

r
e
c
t
a
n
g
u
l
a
r
 
f
e
n
c
e
 
l
i
n
e
 
o
f
-
 
t
h
e
 
p
r
o
p
e
r
t
y
;
 
-

t
h
e
 
e
x
t
e
n
d
e
d
 
s
i
n
g
l
e
 
r
e
d
 
l
i
n
e
 
i
s
 
f
o
r

r
e
f
e
r
e
n
c
e
 
p
u
r
p
o
s
e
s
 
t
o
 
i
d
e
n
t
i
f
y
 
t
h
e

p
r
o
p
e
r
t
y
 
i
n
 
r
e
l
a
t
i
o
n
s
h
i
p
 
t
o
 
D
e
p
t
.
 
o
f

R
A

I H
. G

as
s*

1

\
.

U
- 

I l
A

tlI
ta

ni
s 

\C
.1

; I
 C

Y
. I

A
;u

ss
cs

A
 \K

A
 I 

tt 
lA

cc
ss

au
.\

Y
t A

. t
hs

uk
ao

S

02
1/

F
o
r
3
t
r
y
 
h
o
l
d
I
r
.
6
:
3

A
 L

T
A

 v
 L

.L
6 

G
 A

P-
0-

t
3c

A
4 

st
_

G
LQ

M
 A

C
T

:1
G

S
S

U
B

LI
N

gM
q1

41
.1

.\
1

C
a

.f.
..1

1.
4 

W
A

. S
ta

si
s 

4;
. 1

1A
. C

at
ts

ou
s

g

.
,

L
ss

' %
V

.

m
np

I
of

 2
-

r
c
h

R
.C

. t
 I.

 C
A

L1
,1

A
6

.0
0 

44
..

t
st

in
t

la
m

. a
u.

 m
..

14
.4

4.
64

 -
11

-1
1

ro
w

11
14

.1
 M

I

-
<
7

44
4 

V
A

.
11

. 3
1.

4.
1

L

D
sc

A
a

S
ca

nt
s

14
.1

0
..1

ro
w

er
 .4

1 
01

44
5

e I f
t T

 .6
 a

.. 41
.0

4
.

,
&

4
t

O
sc

A
.

J.
 S

c.
sa

ta

11
14

.1
1

A
LM

,
I

1
N

T
 h

a

R
.C

. t
 M

.J
. G

eo
vt

s

It
 *

M
im

e
t

=
LA

Y
 IO

N
5 

da
l M

ei
 6

41
05

14
44

4

44
11

14
1,

 w
um

A
r.

44
M

I
04

 %
A

t C
A

A
 .4

4,
4 

4s
4 

A
m

-4
45

4
4.

 N
 1

44
44

4 
ua

.'
sr

un
-.

.1
.

44
w

e 
4.

44
44

 G
a.

 te
rm

.*
14

0.
1 

44
14

1.
41

m
a 

14
0.

4.
* 

M
U

M
 N

O
M

 e
4 

1.
0.

..
14

A
A

. v
at

 C
.4

..
0 

01
14

 C
ro

w
.

14
4

ag
e.

.
y5

,0
.1

11
.4

4.
 .1

0.
4 

11
4 

ad
r.

r.
T

1
w

oo
 I-

 1
,0

Ill
 s

*
1.

05
.

5/
44 01

. 0
/it

r-
. 4

4 
44

 0
41

41
10

1

44
. A

L

i5
M

10
M

F
7a

re
W

4e
M

07
m

.
4)

,4
14

$1
.

11
11

. P
r 

Is
C

al
.

11
0.

4 
(6

N
I1

45
 1

11
11

41
11

14
 1

1.
44

41
4

11
1.

,0
30

 4
1.

11
.

LA
S

T
1,

41
5,

00
 .4

14
1.

1I
11

41
(.

41
44

IA
 1

11
0e

45
0

4,
11

/.1
14

 tt
ttt

t .
11

A
S

T
.1

41
01

41
 s

o
.0

41
10

4
0.

4 
Ir

a 
11

4 
es

 1
.1

 6
11

44
 1

14
 4

%
11

 A
N

D
 T

ut
 1

1*
 0

4
1.

6 
w

ill
s 

0.
 to

t I
II 

00
 1

44
.

R
aw

.
u.

 O
. M

.
sl

W
46

11
.0

 C
A

M
S

.
11

 M
it 

t0
1T

10
K

.

1.
44

0 
11

40
 1

11
11

4t
m

l D
A

/ A
s

00
 0

.1
4,

61
11

0'
44

. r
11

1
14

.1
4.

4.
1 

1
,0

44

Y
e 

/M
M

.

10
4 

1 
I 0

 4
 0

.4
.

(0
1 

t%
55

 (
U

V
.

1.
18

1.
1'

 tt
 1

.4
(.

 4
 it

 1
 0

45

se
m

.'
1.

40
Si

 N
 -

 I
.
-

A
S

11
11

11
.1

10
11

0(
1 

D
A

T
A

,
1 

IA
A

" 
va

t 1
1A

S
 4

10
3

1.
40

ttt
t

l
1/

:.c
p

10
11

1M
.

S
C

A
LE

 1
6 

F
R

E
T

A
R

C
A

4.
11

) 
A

C
M

.

10
1

je
ll0

1.
00

10

a V

44
3.

1 
O

w
.

O
F

 F
O

R
E

S
T

R
Y

V
A

L
I

V
 4

4v
re

IT
IA

44
4o :1

V
IC

 W
IT

Y
 M

A
P

)1
1'

14
;

=
om

 M
A

ST
E

R
 S

IT
E

 P
L

A
N

"O
R

R
P

am
ir 

ru
t 1

1.
11

00
 -

 A
tjA

V
IL

LE
"x

m
c"

(4
1 

ttt
tt

01
11

0.

10
2



.2.?=- 0"

3°41

_

Old Stove lecoekm

81E, 51. F4, 4

ALTAVULE GRAMMAR. SCHOOL

Erected 1858

State Historical Landmark

No.' 4.99

State Park Commission

May 1, 1955

28~X 53 Concrete 5400r

Scale : 101

Outside Wall Double row of bricks, trim above windows and doors.
Inside Wall Plaster board with vertical board wainscot 38" high.
Windows Nine each casement approximately 44" x 72" high.
Floor Wood Board, about 16" above ground elevation.
Ceiling Wood board, about 12 feet above floor.
Roof 6:12 Pitch, wood shingle covered with galvanized steel.

This sketch map does not include the entire boundary line; it is only a sketch
of the school building. For a sketch map of the entire property She Departm6mt of
Forestry's sketch map.

BEST COPY MAILABLg
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Harry Townsend 11/7/78
Assistant Civic Engineer
State Dept. of Forestry



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

CALIFORNIA
STATE

Date Entered AUG 2 4 1979

Location

OF/P

La Grange Multiple Resource Area La Grange
Stanislaus County

4,0%-Altaville Grammar School Altaville
Calaveras County

Bank of Los Banos Building Los Banos
Merced County

Nichelini Winery St. Helena vicinity
Napa County

Watson Log Cabin Tahoe City
Placer County

Also Notified

Honorable Alan Cranston
Honorable S. I. Hayakawa
Honorable Norman D. Shumway
Honorable Tom Coelho
Honorable Don H. Clausen
Honorable Harold T. Johnson

C 44
KV" bei

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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Name

SURVEY
of

California Registered Historical Landmarks

RED BRICK GRAMMAR SCHOOL

County Calaveras

Number 499

Location State Department of Forestry Station, 125 North Main Street, Altaville

Type of Plaque MARKFP PLACED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARK COMMISSION IN COOPERATION

WITH PRINCESS_ PAREDR_No_. 84. NATIVE DAUGHTERS OF THE GOLDEN WEST, MAY 1, 1955.

Condition of Plaque

Condition of Base

Excellent - Looks New

Excellent

Condition of Surroundings Excellent

Wording on Plaque ALTAVILLE GRA}INEP SCHOOL

THIS BRICK BUILDING, ERECTED IN 1858 WITH FUNDS RAISED BY A DANCE IN THE

BILLIARD SALOON OF THE N.R. PRINCE BUILDING (WHICH STILL STANDS), IS ONE

OF THE OLDEST SCHOOLS OF CALIFORNIA. USED AS A SCHOOL UNTIL 1950, IT WAS

THEN REPLACED BY THE PRESENT MARK TWAIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN ALTAVILLE.

Are there Highway Directional Signs? Yes

If so, where?
500 feet each side of site

Remarks:
Plaque on State Forestry Property.

Submitted by
Arbuckle Date

9/20/80

1



Name

HISTORICAL IANDflARK DATA
DISTRICT 3

Division of Beaches and Parks

Red Brick Grammer School

County Calaveras

Number 499

Location Altaville.

Off the highway on the grounds of the California Division of Forestry

Station at Altaville.

.
Type of Plaque Bronze

Condition of Plaque Good

" Plaque Base Good.

" Surroundings Good

Wording on Plaque Altaville Grammer School.

This brick building, erected in l8 with funds raised by a dance

in the Billiard Saloon of the N.R. Prince Building (which still

stands) is one of the oldest schools of California. Used as a school

until 1950. It was then replaced by the present Mark Twain Elethentary

School, in Altaville. Historical Landmark No. 499.

Marker placed California State Park Commission in cooperation with

Are there Highway Directional Markers? Yes

If so, Where? 500 yards each side of monument.

Remarks Princess Parlor No. 84, NDG.J. May 1, 1955

BEST COP AVA1 AbLL

Photos taken Yes Time of Day 11:00 AM

Submitted by 14.

Date 5-22-59

on Date 2 2 -5-

112



NAME.: RED JiRNE....iiiiitiu*i..01*14-LZILTLYIL

couNty CALAVERAS

OA/Vic
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

REGISTERED LANDMARK NUMBER:.

DATE--

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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OFFICE OF THE
PRESIOENTANO PUBLISHER

611;60 Eribuns
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

Yr. J. E. Carpenter,
California State Chamber of Commerce,

San Francisco,California.

Ey dear Jerry:

ray 8,1951.

The enclosed application for the registration
of the red brick grammar school at Altaville,California,
was for some reason sent to me. I think it is O.K.,

as it is one of the typical old early mining town
school houses. It was built way back in Eay,1858,so
it cones in as one of the early landmarks. It certainly
seems to be one of the typical old red school houses,

of which we hear so much. The only other one I know of
is up in Columbia,and that is being preserved. This is

evidence of the fact that the miners were quick to see
the advantages of school houses,as well as churches.

Sincerely yours,

J.R.1Cnowland
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Mess.J.R.CoUy
Aubroy
Carl Ulicat
DeWitt Hutchins
Johl C at ey
fiewtzz Drury, Cri.e.f, alsi...-n Beaches and ?arias

35J t$ Gic 4, 43:51,
t:gAY 0, 1.951,

?tr. 1

Tr.it-ozei

'.;'skis.r40 ca.
EtiAilai :

Itol;r letter or zaw 8 oxiolouicis a.,,,Ctlia..tioa for

or th e) r.;...d trc cro,;;.-.1r veS-.31)1 at it,l.tc,Lvillel
k.46

tlio conawtioa tt.eso IC 63L.AtAixtz w:dea tnu
kizrogal o:=1:1 c_witicr, and alao tha

barA.1:1 a,:polnt4d and talcti:inin. Th foul of. A1111e
a1rva4 duly rez,,izt6red az hletwrIc 2. Jtail. In the

uriLv-tp r:Jr t Is rsLietrat;.sn tno rod sciltoltoo is doll 4A41-
UNIeds wtth other le-tuzsa bLC .0a:ra.nitt:d its sviistrel-
tloa. Iztratior: 2471 C .4if=144 4°. tnalt, i tho
rtglotration ta: *.sch of to hiatotical rat--c& in eacil o: th
1:-A4S ttli5 i3 tz:o po ve4 had $4.;...1.14 in tht

or the I tration or Aw:urn, eetv.1 beL.Leb VS. aru Lriinz t4

oa all new ik-1,114-4,12-ot4$. In thi$ lastanoo Lao town or AuLurn
vas pvdotored and az 114"1A1.5 points of nieLrival Litore4 in
the t:mn vure onamemod as p.rt or tbA roJ4trutIon. la tho
aa.lo o: the rod soLi..1-31:Iou4.to a!L,tild this ,,:ot ',slier the Ai:A-

y:lila rletratl,m and by t. is moans boo,:= aliziLlo for a pla,-..uct
If theg so &;p4

co.orients tud bo-
foro pr)oeua-44E; vd.t:1 thtt uaual roLttino.

i;o:17 to ail or tha

1;i:fiSbr: of Lo.-...as c-.;31

J. Gar_:ar.tztr, idsvetor

Tra'isi a:4 1;,oisr:Atixi

115 BEST IPY AVAILABLE



/Mr. Knowland
V Extra copy to Col. Lyng

350 Bush St., San Francisco 4, Cal.

October 10, 1951.

Col. L. V. Lyng, Secy.,
Calaveras County Chamber of Commerce,

Altaville, Cal.

Dear Col. Lyng:

Thanks for your recent letter. I, too, was sorry that

we could not have gotten together for a few minutes. We shall again

look to you for the snow reports as usual. If there is any way we can

assist Zr ..= this end in working out any plan you have in mind, please

call on us.

And now for a little job on Historic Landmarks. Attached

you will find our file for registration of the little brick schoolhouse

at Altaville. Somehow, it got in our files and has remained dormant,

You will also find attached, the registration of the town of Altaville

wLich includes the schoolhouse. In any letter to hr. Knowland I pointed

out the plan which we have been following - that is, instead of regis-

tering the individual buildings or historic sites in the case of a town,

the town itself should be registered with adequate mention of the points

of historic inter.st which it contains. This has been done in the case

of Altaville, and therefore appears to be sufficient. As the case in

point is the securing of a plaque to be affixed to the schoolhouse, it

appears to me that it is eligible without further registration.

The next step is to apply for such a plaque directly to

Er. Jos. R. K. owland, Chairman, State Park Co_mission, Tribane Tower,

Oakland. I would suggest that the wording be carefully wLrkod out and

submitted at the time you make application. Also, send him the attached

so that he will have the complete story. Please let me know how you are

proceding.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Sincerely,

J. E. Carpenter, Director.

Travel and Recreation Departuent

ICHISTU, LANDEARKS
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CALAVERAS COUNTY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
A County-Wide Institution

SAN ANDREAS. CALIFORNIA

October 19, 1951.

Mr. J. E. Carpenter,
Travel and Recreation Dept.,
California Chamber of Commerce,
350 Bush Street,
San Francisco 4, California.

Dear Jerry:

I am in receipt of your letter of October 10 which
returned to BOB the papers and application for a historic
landmark for the Red School House at Altaville.

During the past few years, I have conducted all my
historic landmark business through Joseph R. Knowland,
Chairman of the California Centennials. Commission.
Since the closing of the Centennials Commission offices
and based on correspondence with Mr. Knowland, I have
continued this activity through him.

The deal on the School House at Altaville is as
follows:

The School House proper is located satjeast
one mil& from the town of Altaville where
EW173ndmark site of No. 288 has been allocated
for easement from the State Highway Depart-
ment. The Red School House is on property
owned by the State of California, for use by

the State Forestry Service as is evidenced
in papers included in the application for the

creation of a landmark. The sponsors of this
landmark and the Division of Forestry are both
anxious to have this building designated as a
landmark as the State Forestry Service is plan-
ing on preserving the structure.

I am returning the copies of the application to you
with the request that the necessary steps be taken to have
this school created as a historical landmark. I would
appreciate anything you can do for me.

Very sincerely yours,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE L. V. LYNG, SEC-':?.GR.
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APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF HISTORICAL POINT OF INTEREST

NAME OF HISTORICAL POINT Grammar School - red brick (1858)

LOCATION Altaville California

NAME OF OWNER State Division of Forestry

STREET

CITY

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION

Sacramento 10. California

Altaville in 1850 was called the "Forks of the Road" but in 1857 a

group got together and decided to name the camp "Winterton" after

Bill Winters - however, one month later in December 1857 the name

was changed to Altaville.

In 1858 Thomas Frazier generously donated the land for the red-brick

school. In May 1858 a ball was held in the upstairs "Billiard Saloon"

of the H.R. Prince building (which is still standing) to raise funds

for building the school. The 25 x 18 foot re-brick schoolhouse was

completed in October 1858.

The San Andreas Independent of October 9,.1858 referred to the school

house as follows, "A commodious brick school house is in course of

construction in Altaville."

The wood frame anterooms on the rear were added to the brick building

about the middle 1870's, as per a letter from D.C.Demarest, Berkeley
California'who attended the school from 1872 until 1881.

The bulge in the side walls had developed before 1872. During the

period of Yr. D.C. Demarest's attendance these walls were reinforced

with wrought iron through-rods, holding cast iron plate washers
against the outer faces of both walls - these were furnished by
Mr. Demarest's father's iron works in Altaville.
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STATEMENT OF PROPERTY.OWNER

AUTHORIZING THE NUMBERING AND REGISTRATION OF HISTORICAL POINT OF INTEREST

$WARREN T. HANNUM
Director of

Natural Resources

PUBLIC RELATIONS

EARL WARREN
Governor

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF FORESTRY
SACRAMENTO 14

Mrs. Agnes Woods, Chairman
History and Landmarks
V. D. G. W.,
Box 211
Angels Camp,Calif.

Dear Nrs. Woods:

De WITf NELSON
Stole Forester

Address Reply to STATE FORESTER
Refer to Number

A/2/I4

Reference is made to your letter of February 5 and

telephone conversation of this date.

We, too, should like a bronze plaque on the old

AltaVille school and will do everything possible to cooperate

with the Chapter of the Native Daughters in this regard. As

you know, it is our plan to preserve the schoolhouse.

I presume you would want some form of dedicatory

services with the plaque's unveiling. If this is your plan, I

would suggest it be dedicated the summer after we have finished

our construction on the site.

I understand you are arranging with the State Chamber

of Commerce to secure a bronze plaque and that you will compile the

data to go on the plaque.

If this office can be of any further assistance to you

in this matter, please let me know.

Yours very truly,

1/

-Leifitt Nelson:State Forest:a.
9

ii9



REFERENCES TO BOOKS, RECORDS, AND OTHER AUTHORITIES SUSTAINING THESE FACTS

1. Historical Data of Registered Historical Landmarks of
California. # 288 - Altaville February k, 1938.

2. Mother Lode Album
By: Otheto Weston - Page 92

3. Pioneer Days of Angels Camp
By: Edna Bryan Buckbee - Page 51

A bulletin published by the Department of Natural Resources,

State of California at Sacramento.

5. Verbal confirmation by a few remaining descendant's of the

early settlers.

ARE PICTURES ATTACHED? Yes

IS STATEMENT OF OWNER ATTACHED? Yes

Signed

City

Date
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/2 / q 5-6

ANGELS 'CAMP, Calaveras
Co.74--f.The7P.rinceiS.
'ye ':Daughters ."-of "Golden

West-, to _Place ',a bronze
plaque Altaville:'!Grariimar
School ..as ...ni.arker for, a his.
toricalsite.

has been. set tenta-
tively for the:ceremony.
. 'Mrs. 'Elbert -McCoy, chairman
of history and landmariss, ha s
made the "preliminary 'arrange-
merits for the .marking of the
school which ,Was built in 1858
dnd used until 1950, when it was
replaced by the Mark Twain Un-
ion Elementary Mrs.
John Lernue,'.'who attended, the
sch .01 .w.h e7waY4n:iflieri-

Le -n-
_ tILLt*I1ma

lietilifir-iinkements...!.
, o2jPi!
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LOCATION OF HISTORIC OLD SCHOOLHOUSE SITE.

This historic old schoolhouse is located on property owned by the

State of California, Department of Forestry, in the town of Altaville,

Calaveras County, California. It is in the Northeast one-quarter (*)

of the Southeast one-quarter (*) of Section 29, Township 3 North,

Range 13 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian. The following

description describes that fenced area within the property owned

by the Department of Forestry!

Begining at a point which bears N.75° 03' E., 758.31 feet from

the East one-quarter (*) corner of Section 29, T.3 N., R. 13 E.,

M.D.M.; thence S.520 34' W., 334.75 feet; thence S. 33° 40' W.

458 feet, more or lessyto the true Point of Begining; thence

Northerly 55 feet, more or less; thence Westerly 64 feet, more

or less; thence Southerly 58 feet, more or less; thence Easterly
64 feet, more or less, to the Point of Begining, and containing

3,648 square feet, more or less (0.084+ Acres ).

The entire area is fenced off from adjacent land, owned by the Department

of Forestry on the east, north and west, anf by Oscar J. Scheres on the

south.
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State of Californiis The Resources A9ency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

Ser. No. SA/- /V
I (ABS HAER __ NR 1 sHL X Loc

UTM: A S7K-F 77

IDENTIFICATION . THE OLD ALTAVILIS SCII0OL
3. Common name-

1 PP" Z1,164_7, 5 tet: is 7,5 1/111,1i:r.

2. Historic name ALTAVILLE Gill Eli SCHOOL - HISTORIC:1, (19

3. Street or rural address:125 forth :3!1 :itrcC t

City Craif Zip 95221 County, I aVe_ra g

4. Parcel number: .125 Ic. 1::.. t: St. Section 29 Townshir E

5. Present Owner: of C. Dept. of Fceeztr-, Address: 9t11 St.-

City ficcra7nente,, Zip '5314. Ownership is: Public X . Private

6. Present Use:
EducationalOriginal use:

DESCRIPTION
7a. Architectural style: Greek Influence
7h. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its

original condition: The Old Gramner School is l.. only one room brick nehe.,.11..
remaininr' ifj the Lother Lolie area of 0,lif-rnia. Altaville i now :-

of An.::els Creiip, an incorpemted town whose populati..n is about 3,300. Both ."_it 7:

Anele Camp had their beginnings in the Gold Rush D.:-3 and the population w13

in the past than ut the present tline. Tourism is o.e imr.otrant industry in this

historic area. ;.:3 it is sieety milts from Stockton, f,.--,-enty miles from Sacru:ent(),
little over one, hundred tale© from the San Franci...ce Bay area.

The Altaville School built in 1858 with ft : :. is raised at a dance i...
Saloon of6 the 11.R. Prince F:suildine in Alt ville. At the pre ;rnt ti:._ t:.

Stc.te of California owns the property on which the !.chool stands. There are no
other property mmers

1.res 26"x34" has an al .. d16 Scuare feet. The

Prca is 0.084 acres. The building is constructed of red brick that was kilncel

It has white weed trim on the gable and the .,_des under the rocf line. The

roof slants two wr:;,.ferildng a 90 degree an le .:ct g:ole, front and re-,.r.

walls r,re two hrielm wide. There is a door in the center front of
a window on each side of the door. There is :'. sL1: :.1 round window in this

the doer. (continued on the reverse

Attach Photo(s) Here

[OTOS CC:::7'.dilEj

BEST PY 0A1

8. Construction date:
Estimated Factual

9. Architect

10. Builder Res.; dent::

area

11. Approx. property size (in feet)

Frontage 24" Depth " "
:- or approx. acreage 6.

12. Date(s) of gnclosed photographs)
11/78 *

* Further deteriortic:11 !:

occurred since photc::.



Drdcks above the door windows are pl:Iced in : verticAl position: co.nmonly
spoken of as neyebrown detail. The roof line su_.nits Greek influence as tj.e
cornices have white trim e :ztending to the front cf the building, that add

interest.
There are three ftpdcws on e:..eh side cf the .:Iilding,'with one wint:cw

two doors at the rent. A "lean-to" of wood lumbea that was ;dded to the :e .r
of the building to serve as a cloak and stor,qge room was removed in 1S'75.
A Lrick chimney is 7ct the center rear of the buiD 1.1v,. The windows are all
boarded up at present.

The interior of the building has wood wainscc..ting on the lower three feet
of te walls. A plaster board material was inst.:. Led on the upper walls in the'

tl:rly 19001s. anekboards covered sections of ti:. ralls. The ceiling is aheu!,

tw...:lve feet the floor about si:.4.teen above the ground. Flcor

bo::rds Pre piPsed lenithwise of the room. Eiectri lights were installed soy-
time in the 190010. Oil lurps .tere used originall.!. The shingle roof of the
structure was covered with ralvanized roofing ye-rs The belfry has a fu.:.

sided shingle roof and the louvered sides protect the bell that called children
to school for nearly one hundred years.

The building is in fair condition but is in :::ed of immediate re :air. The

bric.1;.s at one renr corner of the building have dislodged and have fkll.,
to the ground. The building is in the National Recister and is worth saving.
However funds are needed to refcrbish this peice of our heritage.
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COndition: Excellent ___.__Goo(: Fair Deteriorated __X_ No longer in existence

14. Alteratior.s:
Se,e oresent rhvsicel df;crivtiop Q 3 p:we

Surroundings: (Chuck
more than cne if necessary) Open land X Scattered buildings X .ensely built-up

Resident:al Industrial Commercial Other- Buildinr locate on proper at
Altavillc FFS st:ition.

16. Threats to site: None known __Private development Zoning Vandalism

Pahiic Works project Other: Weather

17. Is the structure: On its Otigirial site?. Yea,_ Moved? Unknown?

18. 9eleted features:

SIGN IF !CAN CE

19. Briefly state hiswrical and/or archiNctural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.)

The School is worthy of preservation be cau:..e. it is the only one

brick r3chool building re:-.Laining in the 1;other Lode area of California. It was built

in 165.13 in wl,at wins then an important rifling tom, end it was used as a school foi-

all eir:lt, trades, with as many as sixty children instruct.-.1 by one teacher, then r,s .

roo..: for tr,-.1 -nr grades for almost one huncirec. ;,-,-;ars, until 1950 when it was replr.ced by

the i rl: Elerilentriry School.
The Altaville Scht.ol is a rood ca. ;n de of the iiaport. »cc the early residents

p17..ced on edueatie:. of their children. It was well built, ottractive, and served

;.
centr of cg:::m.r.iunity life for :..an rren...-rtions.

ftr:1 it should be restored for

it is historic buil.di.n and re::::indctr of our Americo. ::eritare. It is truly HA

little red school hot...sell, and it should he »rcEerved for future generations.

1. trenze plaque that t;g:s placed on the building the State Park CoMmission

in cc..,0-;.-ration -ith the Native 1.1:.u;.!,hters of the Golden West., Princess Parlor /JP. ?):,

en I. y 1, 1955, statcs: Bri 1.11ildinc, built in 1058 fut.d4 raised t a dr:r.c..:

in the Zalcon 'Hie Prince n. ( whi ch still st:inds ).

Cnc.. of. cc1s in »sec: :go ,iit rcpL-.ce.. in

195,C b- :'ar% 7,chool.". 1..indr.;ark 1'<.. (over)
Locational sketch map (drart and label site and

surrounding streets, roads, and prom neat landmarks):

n

Econornicilndustrial ExplcratiOn/Settlement

Government Military

2 Arts & Leisure r i

"0. Main theme of the historic resourct.tt (If more than one is
NORTH

checked, number in order of importance.)

Architecture

Social /Education 1

21. Sources (List hooks, do:uments, surveys, personal interviews

and their dates).
1. E:--;:,-1-aiShroctritt r..ngi Growth of School

SystLms in Cz.:tl.ver:)s County California.
- E3w-.rd e. onc rc:

2. Cr:.1;:xems The of Skulls,
- Coke Wood - 1955

22. Date torm prepare:1 1/1 r; /u,5

By (name) r.T.'
In

Organization C:7.14 f .1 fl n",- 1- ..1t -nt or P. ... .......

Address: :). 0. 1ls2

Cty C,-.113.0rniC. Zip r:' 5271

Phone: (20(4) 7-ii...-2137
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(91 CHAPTER VIII

SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS

'though the rush to California in 'forty,-nine and

'fifty was made up very largely of singe men, it
was not long until wives and families %trere com-

ing to join the husbands and fathers. But even

before the state had many school-age youngsters,

the first State legislature made provisions for an

educational system. The sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections of

land in each township had been set aside by the federal govern-

ment for the promotion of public schools, and for a university

two whole townships were granted. Added to this was a 500,000

acre grant by the federal government for internal improvement.'
The first State Superintendent of Public Instruction was John G.

Marvin, who estimated in his report of February 13, 1855, that

the value of the school land in California was about $8,000,000.

An effort was made to use this school land for a general fund

sacred to the public schools, but it was opposed by Senator Wm. ,

Gwin and General H. W. Halleck. As a result of the sale of

school lands, about 50,000 acres of land were lost before safety

measures were established?
Superintendent Marvin in his report on schools in 1852

recommended: (1) that a five cent tax be levied on each one
hundred dollars worth of property for the aid of schools; (2)

that the office of County Superintendent be created; and that

proceeds from swamp and overflow land be applied to the school.

The report also stated that Calaveras County had one hundred
children of school age but no public schools.

The first free school in the state was organized in 1850 in

San Francisco. The system of public schools was, rather slow

in developing and many of the early schools were private schools,

supported by a religious denomination. As late as 1857, State

Superintendent Paul K. Hubhs reported that there was no such

119

129



thing :a5 a public school in the state and that rate hills and other
expenses excluded many from the schools. He urged a greater
state .appropriation. The legislature followed his advice in 1855
and also authorized the school districts to levy a special tax on all
property, so that the schools would be open to all on a free basis.
However, as late as 1862 the public school at Mokelumne Hill
was charging one dollar and fifty cents per month for all children
attending the school.

However, the school system of the state was being gradually

improved. Under the original act setting aside public land for
the benefit of schools, only three months of school each year was
required for any assistance from the public land revenue. In

1858, A. J. Motilder, the State Superintendent of Public In-
struction, recommended to the legislature that all school districts
be required to hold school for a period of six months each year.)

A ootheraclvance in the Public school system was made in
1863 when a new law provided for the election of trustees for
school districts to serve for a period of three years and authorized
the issuance of reacher certificates.4 Before this law was passed
teachers were appointed by the County Superintendent on the
recommendation of the local residents. Also, some uniformity
in the use of textbooks was being developed. In 1855 Superin-
tendent Hulks recommended that uniform series of textbooks
be used. Every school, and sometimes every pug il, had his oval
textbooks.

By the middle of the 'sixties the confused conditions In the
school system of the state were being eliminated and higher
standards were being demanded in the schools.

Naturally enough the first schools in Calaveras County were
private schools, supported by tuition from the parents. It is
impossible to tell just when the first public schools were establish-
ed because there are no county records on the matter before May
7, 1855, the date of the first meeting of the Board of Supervisors.
At that time we know from the minutes of the Board that public
.schools had been established in San Andreas, Mokelumne Hill,
Angels Camp, Murphys and Cave City. However, the little camp
of Ft. John in what is now Amador County was probably the first
camp to have a school as well as a church in 1850.5 In 1852
a school was organized in Mokelumne Hill in the tent used by
the Methodist Church. The teacher was Mrs. Isaac Fish, wife
of the minister. She received seventy-five dollars a month for
daily sessions of three hours. The school nurnbeled five pupils
twotwo white children and three negroes.6

The Methodist Church was also the location of the first
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school in Jackson. It was taught by Mrs. Trowbridge, one of the
few women in the camp before 1850.7

In 1852, State Superintendent Marvin's report stated there
were twent' public schools in the state and as yet none in Cala-
veras County. Private schools were being established which were
turned into public schools between 1853 and 1855. Murphys
had private schools taught by a Miss Powers and also one taught
by a Miss Vichers before 1855. These were probably primary
grades. A Mr. Jaquith taught in the first school building in
Murphys before 1855. He was the first teacher in the public
school.8 The Methodist Church, built in 1853, may have been
used as a school, also. When fundS for its construction were
being planned, It was stated the building would be used for church,
education, and town meetings.9

Schools, probably private, had been established in Volcano,
Jackson, Sutter Creek, and Ione In 1853.0

James Gould moved to Lancha Plana on the Mokelumne
River in 1853 and set up a private school for the ten or twelve
children in the camp."

Many miners were bringing their families to California, and
State Superintendent Rubbs reported the number of school child-
ren in the state had increased from 2,000 in 1853 to 6,751 in 1854.

.

It was probably in this year that the public schools were organized
in San A.Adreas, Mokelumne Hill, Angels Camp, Murphys and
Cave City. The minutes of the Board of Supervisors give us ac-
curate dates of the formation of public school districts after 1855
and the following is a list of the first of these that were formed:

Valleeico Nov. 17, 1855.
District No. 2 of Township No. 6, em-

bracing Pleasant Springs, Rich
Gulch, Rich Gulch Flat, Cedar
Gulch, Mosquito Gulch, and Glen-
coe Nov. 17, 1855.

Douglas Flat .Feb. 11, 1856
District No. 3, Township No. 6, Middle

Bar to Bay State Ranch Dcc. 20, 1856
West Point Dec. 29, 1856.
District No. 4, Township No. 6, Bay

State Ranch and Chili Gulch Feb. 19, 1857.
1.1:per Calaveritas. Lower Calaveritas,

Foreman's Ranch, Old Gulch,
French Gulch, San Antone, In-
dian Creek May 15, 1858.

Negro Gulch (Jesus Maria) Aug. 16, 1858.
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In June, 1859, the following twelve school districts were named
by the Board of Supervisors: San Andreas, Mokelumne Hill,
Pleasant Springs, Chili Gulch, Golden Gate, Cave City, West
Point, Angels, Murphys, Vallecito, Douglas Flat, Negro Gulch,
and Upper Calaveritas.

By June 12, 1871, there were the following twenty -six school
districts: Paloma, Campo Seco, Comanche, Salt Spring Valley,
Copperopolis, Vallecito, Douglas Flat, Telegraph City, Pleasant
Springs, Mosquito Gulch, \Vest Point, Brush ilie, Black Hills,
Murphys, Altavilie, San Andreas, Petersburg, Fourth Crossing,
Spring Valley, Washington Ranch, Chili Gulch, Railroad Flat,
Negro Gulch, Cave City, Sheepranch and Upper Calaveritas.

The school districts were eventually increased until there
were fifty-seven, but with the decrease of mining activity and loss
of population, plus unionization of a few schools, the cumber of
school district are now twenty-four. There have been unioniza-
tions of districts of West Point, El Dorado and Angels. Lincoln
joined West Point in 1930. Banner and Cave City joined to form
Ed Dorado Union in 1946, and Carson and Melones joined
Angels in 1948 to form the Mother Lode Union. Altaville has now
joined with Angels Camp in building a fine new school building.
Many of the schools, however, were small one-room school build-

, ings and when the population migrated, such as at Washington Flat,
Peppermint, Big Trees, Petersburg, Williams, and others, the
schools closed and the district was absorbed by an adjoining district.
This occurred to the Union School District which was annexed to
Mokelumne Hill in 1870.

The two high school districts, Bret Hartc at Angels and
Calaveras at San Andreas, were organized in 1905. In 1924
two years of high school work was provided at West Point but
this functioned only as a part of the elementary district.

Apparently the first County .Superintendenr of Schools was
R. Thompson as there is no record of any reports on schools by a
superintendent before this time. Up until 1855 the assessor had
been acting as County Superintendent of Schools.12 State Super-
intendent Marvin had recommended in 1852 that the County
Assessor be made ex-officio County Superintendent.

The following report of Superintendent Thompson, publish-
ed in the San Andreas, Independent, November 26, 1859, gives
a rather complete picture of the schools:

SAN ANDREASScholars. between 4 and 18 years of age,
232. Teacher, Mr. Joseph Holden, Trustees: J. Ben-
jamin, J. Sullivan, N. B. Jenks.

CAMPO SECOScholars between 4 and 18 years of age,
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136. Teacher, Mrs. Maria Hill. Trustees: I. B. Mc-

Gilvery, J. Gabbert, Wm. 0. Gray.

UPPER CALAVERITASScholars
between 4 and 18 years

- of age, 108. Teacher, Mr. D. K. Swim, Trustees, J. W.

Sharp, E. R. Purple, Moses Thorp.

MOXELUMNE HILLScholars between 4 and 18 years of

age, 147. Teachers, John H. Allen and Wm. J. Dakin.

Trustees: J. C. Gebbharr, A. P. Dudley, James Hepburn.

PLEASANT SPRINGSScholars
between 4 and 18 years

of age, 51. Teacher, Miss Selina Griswold. Trustees:

A. H. Hocrschner, George Warner, Capt. Dummg.

CHILI GULCHScholars between 4 and 18 years of age,

52. Teacher, Mrs. Hester A. Morse. Trustees: Mr.

N. Beals, Mr. Cassil, Mr. L. R. Morse.

GOLDEN GATEScholars between 4 and 18 years of age,

29. Teacher, Miss Fauiks. Trustees: L. M. Schrank,

J. Dickerson, A. R. Young.
CAVE CITYScholars between 4 and 18 years of age, 22.

Teacher, M. M. Griffith. Trustees: Geo. K. Johnson,

W. C. Bean, H. Howes.

WEST POINTScholars between 4 and 18 years of age, 56.

Teachers, M. M. Collier and Mks L. J. Hope. Trustees:

S. G. Briggs, A. M. Hope.
ANGELSScholars between 4 and 18 years of age, 140.

Teacher, W.. W. Durham. Trustees: Wm. Coddington,

F. Maxon, J. C. Scribner.
ALTAVILLEScholars

between. 4 and 18 years of age, 92.

Teachers, Miss M. J. Clayes and W. W. Durham.

Trustees: J. Ward, A. Gardner, C. S. Rieves.

MURPHYSScholars
between the ages of 4 and 18 years,

124. Teachers, L. W. Keys and Miss Mary A. Kelly.

Trustees: Wm. Jones, Volno,,, Shearer, R. Semen

VALLECITOScholars
between 4 and 18 years of age, 90.

Teachers, M. Holmes and T. W. Brotherton. Trustees:

A. Taylor, J. Booth, M. W.
Two -ears later Superintendent Thompson gives another re-

port on the conditions of the schoo:: in Calaveras County

which was published in the Calaveras Chronicle, November .11,

1861. It is worth quoting as he takes pride in pointing our the

advancement made in the public school system.

No District in the County that has drawn public

funds for the last year has had school for a less period

than four months during the year, and the average of

the districts is over seven months; that is, the children
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on an average in the 13 Districts from which I received
reports have had the privilege of attending school for
over seven months of the last school year. This is nearly
a month more than last year.

The total number of children entitled to draw pub-
lic money the corning year is 1822; last year, 1600.
They are divided as follows:

San Andreas, 346; Campo Seco, 111; Upper Cala-
veritas, 123; Mokclumne Hill, 220; Neasant Springs, 66;
Chili Gulch, 109; West Point, 76; Angels, 152; Alta-
ville, 217; ivlurphys, 177; Val lecito, 70; Brushville, 93;
Comanche, 56; Total, 1822.

The census returns from Cave City shows that they
have 48 school children for which they would have been
entitled to draw, if the teachers had made a report. This
makes the second year that the Cave City District has
lost its share of the school fund, through the neglect of:
its teachers.

The total amount spent for school purposes during
the school year is a little over $13,000.00. About one-
half this amount was raised by rates and private sub-
scription, one quarter from the State fund. This in-
cludes $4,000.00 expended at Murphys for a school
house.

The amount raised by different districts by rates and
private subscription, are as follows:

San Andreas, $480; Campo Seco, $268; Upper Cala-
veritas, $232; Mokelu:nne Hill, $533; Pleasant springs,
$420; Chili Gulch, $167; West Point, $750; Angels,
$663; Airaville, $125; Murphys, $3100; Val keit°, $267;
Brushville, $150; Comanche, $300; Total, $7455.

As some future time I will give through your paper
a short history of each school in the County.

R. Thompson, County Supt. of
Common Schools.

W. C. Mosher was County Super in tendent in 1866 and his
report published in the Calaveras Ch; nicle: March 17, 1866,
-sated that the amount expended on public schools between 11352
1..rid 1865 had amounted to $96,041. The total school attend-
:::nce for the past year had been 1275 with an average daily nt-
mdance. of 694 in twenty-two schools. The total expenditures
had been $15,878, and $10,752 of this amount had been for
teachers' salaries.
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The school enrollment had almost doJbled in 1870 and six
new school districts had been added. County Superintendent
Wells reports that there were 2151 pupils in attendance in the
following schools:

Angels, 145; Altaville, 107; Brushville, 78; Carson
Hill, 39; Campo Seco, 90; Cave City, 47; Comanche,
100; Chili Gulch, 66; Copperopolis, 142; Douglas Flat,
44; Eureka, 57; Fourth Crossing, 75; Mosquito Gulch, 19;
Murphys, 172; Mokelumne Hill, 196; Negro Gulch, 48;
Petersburg, 84; Pleasant Springs, 16; Paloma, 47; San
Andreas, 159; Spring Valley, 35; Sheep Rranch, 30;
Salt Valley, 20; Telegraph City, 97; Upper Calaveritas,
43; Val 'echo, 82; West Point, 73; Washington Ranch,
40; Total, 2151.
This apparently was the largest enrollment up to this time

in the schools of the county and exceeded the present enrollment.
The enrollment in 1950 in both elementary and high schools as
reported by Superintendent Chas. Schwocrcr was 1863. This was
slightly snore than the 1822 reported in 1861.

By 1890, according to a report of Superintendent William
Tuner, the number of pupils in the fehools had increased to 2424.
This was the largest attendance ever reported in the county. He
also reported that the county had fifty-three school buildings,
one of brick, and employed sixty teachers, twenty-five of whom
held grammar grade certificates and thirty-five primary certifi-
cates.13 There were 2407 pupils in attend:Ince in the fifty-seven
schools of the county in 1904. The numb :r of pupils was declin-
ing but the number of schools had increased by three over the
nurnhei- in operation in 1890. This was the largest number of
:;chool districts established. After this there was a decrease to
the present twenty-four.

The total number of teachers were then seventy-three, em-
ployed at the average salary of $63.07 a mouth.

There are many old school building= in Calaveras County.
Many of them should have been replaced i.h ncw, modern ones,
as they are inadequate. The residents of 7.,ouglas Flat claim they
have the oldest building in use, giving the date 1854 for its con-
scruction.14 There are no records that substantiate this claim,
but the olcitimers say it was built the same year the first little
school was built in Murphys.

The enrollment must have been rather small at Douglas
Flat because on June 7, 1859, the Board of Supervisors ordered
the Douglas Flat and Murphys School consolidated under the
name of Murphys District's
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Altaville: The Altaville Grammar School

1 of 1

http://www.malakoff.comimealtags.htm

The Altaville Grammar School

The Altaville Grammar School was erected in 1858, which makes it one of the oldest grammar schools
in California. Built of brick manufactured in a local kiln, the building measures twenty-four feet wide by
thirty-six feet long. The land upon which the school originally stood was donated by M. D. Harmon.
Most of the funds required to build the school were raised at a dance held in the billiard room of the
Prince & Garibardi building, with the furnishings being financed by various social events in the
community. An item in the San Andreas Independent of January 8, 1859, notes: "The new schoolhouse is
nearly completed. It stands upon a beautiful natural eminence and presents quite a pleasing ornament as
well as a useful appendage to the town." It remained in use until 1950. Left alone and abandoned, the
building was on the verge of collapse when, in 1981, a campaign was launched to save the historic
structure. The Calaveras County Historical Society spearheaded the project, and along with the County
of Calaveras, Angels Camp, and local citizenry, helped to raise $28,000 to restore and move the school to
its present site near Hwy 49. The 90-ton building was moved in December of 1983, and in 1989 the final
restoration was completed. The historical society currently maintains the structure, whose front portion is
generally open, allowing visitors a look at the typical schoolroom of the last century.
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